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Broken Homes 


By Nellie M. Leonard 
A MAN’S best friend should ever be his 
wife. 


If otherwise, tis tragedy indeed ! 

Replacing love and peace, there enters strife, 
Indifference, and often separate paths 

For two, with sacred vows so soon forgot. 


Amid the wreckage, hearths as cold as stone, 

Leaving the cozy home all dark and drear, 

Whence joy, and love, and friendliness have 
flown, 

Wide-eyed and wondering, little children 
stand 

To wait, with trembling hearts, theirduture 
lot. 


Poor little souls, who love and comfort find 

Only in strangers’ arms—I’ve held them close; 

I’ve wiped away their tears, and whispered 
kind 

And tender words their mothers should have 
said, 

And childish prayers their mothers should 
have taught. 


Ch, fathers, mothers, build your homes again! 

Set up the family altar; try once more ; 

Let patience, love, and understanding reign. 

Our country is no better than its homes; 

Oh, build them safe and strong, earth’s hal- 
lowed spot! 


No Life Without Creed 


“Abundant life” is a popular notion 
today. But the only way to have it is 
not popular. Not only politicians, but 
professing Christian ministers, reject 
the way while offering the life. A promi- 
nent minister in California recently told 
his State Synod: “Religion involves a 
creed, a ritual, and a form of organiza- 
tion, and Christ gave none of these. 


What he gave us was abundant life.” 
But Christ gave the Christian creed, for 
he made it plain that there is no life 
apart from belief in Himself—and be- 
lief is creed. He probed deep into his 
disciples’ hearts when he asked them for 
their belief; and when Peter answered 
in the foundation creed of the Church, 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God” (Matt. 16:16), our Lord pro- 
nounced blessing upon him for this creed 
and declared its divine origin. When 
men asked Christ how they “might work 
the works of God,” he told them: “This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on 
him whom he hath sent” (John 6:29). 
To believe is to have a creed. When 
the Lord said that he had come that 
men “might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly” (John 
10:10), he also said immediately that he, 
the Good Shepherd, would give “his life 
for the sheep.” So he declared that the 


substitutionary atonement is the only 
way by which men can have the abun- 
dant life; and belief in Christ’s blood 
atonement for lost sinners is a creed. 
The other full and vital details of the 
Christian Gospel, or creed, were given 
by Christ to Paul so that the whole 
world might have the only creed that 
saves. Paul testifies: “For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I taught 
it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” 
(Gal. 1:12). And Paul makes it plain 
that the saving Gospel creed is “that 
Christ died for our sins according to 
the scriptures; and that he was buried, 
and that he rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures” (1 Cor. 15: 
3, 4). We may well praise God for the 
creed, or faith, “once for all delivered 
unto the saints” (Jude 3), and that the 
abundant life is for all who— but only 
for those who—accept the Saviour’s 
divinely revealed creed. 
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Germany Brutally Fulfills Prophecy 


HE shot that rang out in Sarajevo, 
Yugoslavia, in 1914, when Archduke 
Ferdinand of Austria was assassin- 
ated, was heard around the world, for 
it precipitated the Great War. Another 
shot is reverberating through the world 
today, for on November 7 Herschel 
Grynszpan, seventeen-year-old Polish 
Jew, wounded Ernest Vom Rath, Third 
Secretary of the German Embassy at 
Paris, and two days later the German 
attaché died. The echoes of that shot 
might have been short-lived if Nazi 
Germany had not turned upon the Jews 
in brutal reprisals that have outraged 
the ‘civilized world. No one knows 
what proportions the incident may now 
assume. 

Propaganda Minister Goebbels in a 
speech in Berlin before 70,000 listeners 
blamed German Jews for the Paris slay- 
ing, and asserted that the shooting was 
a plot to stir up trouble between Ger- 
many and the Western Powers. 

The Nazi Government has decreed 
that German Jews must pay a penalty 
of $400,000,000 for the murder, — figures 
suggestive of a nationai debt, — and has 
assessed individual Jews up to $60,000 
each to repair the damage done by 
Aryan window-smashers and _= store- 
wreckers seeking revenge. The German 
Government adds that those assessed 
are not exempt from contributing also 
to the larger penalty. 


The Associated Press reported that 
Hitler’s newspaper, Voelkischer Beo- 
bachter, pictured Uncle Sam as weeping 
over the plight of Jews in Germany. A 
cartoon showed a smiling Nazi Storm- 
Trooper patting the weeping Uncle Sam 
on the back and saying, “Don’t cry, 
Uncle Sam, you can have them, all of 
them.” The cartoon was entitled, “Solace 
for a Jew Friend.” 

An editorial in The Philadelphia In- 
quirer speaks of “drastic decrees . . 
the Nazi spirit of bitterness .. .’the 
Godless Nazis .. . likened to mad dogs 
running amuck.” It tells of orders pro- 
hibiting persons of Jewish blood from 
conducting any kind of business, or 
attending any public place of amuse- 
ment or instruction, theaters, concerts, 
or museums. The Inquirer also reports 
that Jewish owners of all shops and 
homes that were laid waste by their 
oppressors must pay for the damages, 
for the Nazi Government will confiscate 
all insurance claims and put the pro- 
ceeds in its own pocket. 

But the orgy of Jewish persecution 
in Germany at this writing is assuming 
international proportions. The United 
States has recalled Ambassador Hugh 
R. Wilson from Berlin, an action that 
this country has taken only twice be- 
fore—in 1870 and 1872—in order to 
show its displeasure over the maltreat- 
ment of Jews. Within twenty-four hours 
after Ambassador Wilson had been sum- 
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noned home, President Roosevelt made a 
public statement in unsparing denunci- 
ation of Germany’s action, and said: “I 
myself could scarcely believe that such 
things could occur in a twentieth cen- 
tury civilization.” 

Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain 
of England says that Britons have “deep 
sympathy” for the Jews in Germany, 
and that the British Government has 
protested against Nazi press attacks on 
certain British political leaders. 


Dorothy Thompson Quotes Isaiah 53 


One of the significant expressions of 
protest in the press is the article by 
Dorothy Thompson in her widely syndi- 
cated column, November 14. It is in 
the form of a letter to a Jewish friend, 
to whom Miss Thompson had just 
spoken on the telephone. After men- 
tioning their conversation, she writes: 

When I read the papers this morning I 
remembered the words of one of your great 
prophets, Isaiah, which we, who call our- 
selves Christians, hold prophetic of the com- 


ing of the Saviour. You will remember the 
words: 


“Surely he hath borne our griefs and car- 
ried our sorrow; yet we did esteem him 
stricken of God and afflicted. 


“But he was wounded for our transgres- 
sions; he was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with his stripes we are healed.” 


I thought of the present “peace.” The 
chastisement of it is upon your race today, 
wounded and bruised for all our iniquities, 
but I do not think that by your stripes we 
shall be healed. 

It is significant that this brilliant and 
well-known journalist should turn to 
the Bible for comfort for a broken- 
hearted Jewish friend. There is no other 
source of deep and lasting comfort, and 
how thankful we should be that “we 
have also a more sure word*of proph- 
ecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day star arise in your hearts” (2 
Pet. 1:19). 

In his recent book, ‘“Prophecy’s Light 
on Today,”1 the Editor of THE SuNnDay 
ScnHooL. Trmes wrote concerning the 
Jews: 

“Such blessings as no other nation has 
ever known were prophesied by God 
for Israel; and also such judgments or 
divine curses as no other nation has 
ever known, —the latter because of Is- 
rael’s deliberate, persistent, and con- 
tinued apostasy in spite of her exalted 
favor in God’s sight and purpose. The 
long chapter in Deuteronomy 28 sets 
down these predicted blessings and 
cursings. Many of the blessings came 
to Israel under David and Solomon — 
but not all, for they yet await the re- 
turn of Israel’s Messiah, and Israel’s 
turning to Him. Many of the tragic, 
desolating judgments have fallen upon 
Israel, and are striking again in the 
white heat of revived and increasing 
anti-Semitism.” The prophecy of the 
desolation that should come upon Israel, 
from Deuteronomy 28:64-67, was then 
quoted, and this statement was added, 
“This prophecy has been fulfilled with 





1“Prophecy’s Light on Today,” by Charles 
G. Trumbull, Litt.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City; may be obtained from the 
Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., 
Philadelphia, $1.50, postpaid.) 
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poignant fidelity in Spain and Russia 
in earlier times, and in Germany today.” 
These statements were first made in the 
Editor’s articles in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Times during 1937, and they stand out 
in sharper relief in the lurid glow that 
now rises over Israel in Germany. 

But the fact that the Nazis are ful- 
filling prophecy does not excuse them. 
The Lord Jesus said, “Woe unto the 
world because of offences! for it must 
needs be that offences come; but woe to 
that man by whom the offence cometh !” 
(Matt. 18:7). The solemn truth that 
men may fulfill prophecy and at the 
same time be guilty of the greatest 
crimes was never more clearly set forth 
than when Peter, in his great sermon at 
Penterost, boldly said to the Jews con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus, “Him, being de- 
livered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain” (Acts 2:23). In their madness 
they had cried, “His blood be on us, 
and on our children” (Matt. 27:25); and 
it was and is, for their hands were 
stained with his blood, and nothing but 
that same blood can wash out the awful 
stain. 


Light from the Olivet Discourse 


There is a profoundly impressive pas- 
sage in the prophetic Scriptures that 
has solemn warning for Jew-hating 
nations, and counsel and comfort for 
nations that befriend and protect the 
Jews. In the latter part of our Lord’s 
great Olivet Discourse, predicting details 
of the end of the age, he identifies him- 
self with his brethren after the flesh, 
the Jews. He describes the judgment 
of the nations (Matt. 25:31-46), “When 
the Son of man shall come in his glory, 

. - and before him shall be gathered 
all nations: and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divid- 
eth his sheep from the goats.” To the 
sheep, on his right hand, he, the King, 
shall say: “Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the 
world: for I was an hungred, and ye 
gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye 
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed 
me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I 
was in prison, and ye came unto me.” 
When they ask in surprise when they 
had thus befriended the King, he an- 
swers, “Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my breth- 
ren, ye have done it unto me.” Plainly 
he there commends nations as nations 
who have befriended his brethren the 
Jews. 

Then comes the dark side of the 
prophecy. To those on his left hand he 
says: “Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil 
and his angels: for I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, 
and ye gave me no drink: I was a 
stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, 
and ye clothed me not: sick, and in 
prison, and ye visited me not.” And 
when they protest that they had never 
maltreated the King thus, “Then shall 
he answer them, saying, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not 
to one of the least of these, ye did it 
not to me.” 


November 26, 1938 


But this terrible persecution of the 
Jews in Germany has stirred the sym- 
pathies of Jews and Gentiles the world 
over, and surely it is God’s unparalleled 
call to Christians to evangelize Israel. 
In next week’s issue of the Tres there 
will be an article by Dr. Joseph Taylor 
Britan telling of a committee of Chris- 
tian men which has been formed to 
help the Jews in Europe. The American 
Board of Missions to the Jews (27 
Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.), well 
known to Times readers, proclaims the 
Gospel to the people of Israel through 
tracts and preaching. The Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns (1505 Race St., 
Philadelphia) has just begun a campaign 
to present a quarter of a million copies 
of a special edition of the New Testa- 
ment to the Jews of America, Europe, 
and’ Palestine. The Scripture Gift Mis- 
sion, American Branch (119 S. Fourth 
St., Philadelphia), also publishes a spe- 
cial booklet to give to Jews.1 


Israel’s Glorious Future 


This latest persecution of the Jews 
will doubtless drive many more back 
to Palestine, where they may have more 
room than they had expected, since 
Great Britain has now abandoned the 
Partition Plan. Students of prophecy 
and the Bible have known all along that 
Israel would one day find plenty of 
room in Palestine, for God has given 
them that land; but this action of the 
British Government is encouraging. Can 
the events in Germany be the forerun- 
ner ‘of “the time of Jacob’s trouble,” 
prophesied by Jeremiah? (30:7.)- If so, 
it is an added reason why we should 
heed the words of our Lord Jesus to 
“look up, and lift up your heads; for 
your redemption draweth nigh” (Luke 
21:28). The Church awaits the prom- 
ised return of her Lord to take her out 
of this world; and the only hope of this 
world, so torn by war and lawlessness, 
is the return of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in power and great glory to establish 
his righteous Kingdom on earth. Then 
he “will pour upon the house of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
the spirit of grace and of supplications: 
and they shall look upon me whom they 
have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
him, as one mourneth for his only son, 
and shall be in bitterness for him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his first 
born” (Zech. 12:10). “And so all Israel 
shall be saved” (Rom. 11:26). And “the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea” 
(Isa. 11:9). 





1 Other worthy organizations that are preach- 
ing the Gospel to the Jews and which also 
publish literature are the following: 


New York Jewish Evangelization Society, 
Box 19, Hamilton Grange Station, New York 
City. 

New York Gospe! Mission to the Jews, 171 
Avenue A, New York City. 

Chicago Hebrew Mission, 1311 S. Kedzie Ave- 
nue, Chicago. 

Western Canada Mission to the Jews, 158 
Aikins Street, Winnipeg, Man., Canada. 

Biblical Research Society, 4417 Bernice Ave- 
nue, Los Angeles, Calif. 


A good tract to distribute among Jews is 
entitled ‘Israel, Heaven’s Chosen People.” It 
may be had from The Prayer Room, 599 S. 
McLean Street, Memphis, Tenn., at 20 cents 
a hundred copies. 
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Who are the nations that will sweep down 
on Palestine at Armageddon ? 
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66 E THOU prepared, and prepare 

B for thyself, thou, and all thy 

company that are assembled 

unto thee, and be thou a guard unto 
them” (Ezek. 38:7). 

In these words we are told that Gog 
from Magog will lead a vast coalition 
of forces against the Jews who have 
returned to their homeland. Who is 
Gog, and who are his allies, Persia, 
Ethiopia, Libya, Gomer, and Togarmah? 

There has been much speculation on 
the part of Bible students as to the 
identity of these names, and in general 
most attempts to locate them have been 
on the basis of ethnographic studies. 
Most of the names are found in the 
tenth chapter of Genesis, where is given 
the genealogy of Noah and his sons. 
It is apparent that the children of Noah 
went in various directions after the 
flood; and where they went they gave 
their names to those regions of the 
earth. We must remember, however, 
that the many migrations were followed 
by centuries of invasion and warfare, 
with the result that in western Asia 
and in Europe there is no possibility 
of a race -whose identity can be traced 
to the sons of Noah. 


Where Is Magog Today? 


On the other hand, it is far more log- 
ical from the viewpoint of history and 
anthropology to consider the names as 
being geographic, and not ethnologic. 
Our problem, therefore, is to ascertain 
the geographic meanings of such terms 
as Magog, Gomer, Togarmah, and the 
like, as understood in the day of Eze- 
kiel. With that knowledge we can easily 
observe from a world map of today 
what nations occupy those same terri- 
tories. From Genesis chapter 10 and 
the commentary thereon by Josephus, 
as well as from other sources, we shall 
seek to trace out the geographic iden- 
tity of the northern alliances as prophe- 
sied by Ezekiel. 

Magog was a son of Japheth (Gen. 
10:2), and was the father of the Scyth- 
ians. There is no difficulty in tracing 
their movements to the region north of 
the Black Sea and of the Caucasus 
Mountains. That region is Soviet Rus- 
sia today. 

Persia has maintained its identity 
down the centuries and only recently 
has changed its name to Iran. 

Ethiopia is the region south of Egypt 
(Ezek. 29:10; 30:4; Nahum 3:9). It should 
be observed in passing that definite 
boundaries are not indicated, and there- 
fore the places referred to would be of 
indefinite extent. It would appear that 
Ethiopia in the Scriptures includes what 
today is known as Ethiopia (formerly 
Abyssinia) and quite possibly part of 
the lower Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. 

Libya, like Persia, is clearly defined 
in antiquity, and is the northern coast 
of Africa, west of Egypt. Since 1912 it 


In last week’s issue of the T GRE 


Professor Edman discussed sev 


interpretations of the prophecy OS 


Ezekiel 38 and 39 relating to the 
great battle that is still to take 
place on the immense plain of Es- 
draelon, and gave his own under- 
standing of Ezekiel’s inspired words. 
Those who have visited Palestine 
have been impressed by the great 
extent of the plain, and realize that 
it provides ample space for vast 
armies to meet in battle. An inter- 
esting review of its history in Scrip- 
ture was given last week in the first 
article cf this series of three. 


Professor Edman now takes up the 
identification of the nations who will 
unite against the Jews. His conclu- 
sions are the result of thorough 
study and research and a compari- 
son of the Scripture with such his- 
torians as Josephus and Herodotus 
and with the rapidly moving events 
of recent years.. In his third and 
concluding article, to be published 
in an early issue, Dr. Edman pre- 
sents a study of “The Friends of 
Zion,” such as “Sheba, and Dedan, 
and the merchants of Tarshish.” 








has been a colony of Italy and has re- 
ceived again the name of Libya. From 
these references to Ethiopia and Libya, 
it would be logical to assume that Fas- 
cist Italy will be a member of this coali- 
tion against the Jews. 

“Togarmah of the north quarters” 
(Ezek. 38:6) is somewhat more obscure. 
Togarmah was the third son of Gomer 
(Gen. 10:3), and the evidence indicates 
that his name was attached to the re- 
gion now known as Armenia. The an- 
cestors of modern Armenia claim that 
the father of their race, Haik, was the 
son of Togarmah. 


The Wanderings of Gomer 


Only “Gomer, and all his bands” (38: 
6) remain for our consideration. Prac- 
tically every contemporary expositor 
makes Gomer to mean Germany, al- 
though some students of prophecy in 
the past generation believed it would be 
France. The evidence that Gomer means 
Germany is based on the similarity of 
sound between Gomer and Germany; 
and also because the Jews refer to 
Germany as “Ashkenazim,” a name de- 
rived from Ashkenaz, the eldest son of 
Gomer (Gen. 10:3). Ezekiel’s proph- 
ecy, however, does not speak of “Ash- 
kenaz and all his bands,” but of “Gomer.” 
Furthermore, the name is geographic 
and not racial; and there is no evidence 
that in Ezekiel’s day or at any time 
Germany was ever known as Gomer. 
Authorities are agreed that Gomer and 
his descendants settled north of the 
Black Sea, and because of successive 
invasions from the east were driven 


AxkEp| (pitti ptRAARY of the earth’s sur- 


It j ossible that some of 
BENE AUS westward into Eu- 
rope; but we have no evidence that the 
name Gomer was assigned to any region 
of Europe. We do know from historians 
of antiquity that some of them came 
through the Caucasus and settled in 
northern Asia Minor. Josephus says, 
“For Gomer founded those [nations] 
whom the Greeks now call Galatians, 
but were then called Gomerites” (An- 
tiquities I, 4, 1). The Gomerites are 
identified as the Gimirra of Assyrian 
inscriptions, and as the Cimmerii men- 
tioned by Herodotus (IV, 11, 12). (How 
and Wells in the Comnientary on Herod- 
otus IV, 11, 12, say: “The connection 
between the Cimmerii and Sinope is 
well authenticated. The Cimmerri oc- 
cupied Sinope [on the south shore of 
the Black Sea] in the latter half of the 
eighth century, and the main body of 
the nation reached Asia Minor half a 
century later” (I, 306). See also Dr. 
Herrmann Guthe on the “Table of 
Nations” in the new Schaff-Herzog Re- 
ligious Encyclopedia.) 


The Modern Gomer 


The Gimirra dwelt originally north 
of the Black Sea, and west of the Don 
region, but .were driven into Asia Minor 
by the Scythians in the eighth century 
B. C., and about 650 B. C. they came 
into conflict with the Lydians. By these 
latter they were defeated and driven 
back to the highlands of the Halys 
River. After conquering the inhabitants 
of that region, the Gimirra settled in 
what later was known as Galatia and 
Cappadocia. There is no difficulty in 
identifying the region of Gomer in Eze- 
kiel’s day with the Turkey of Kemal 
Pasha. The similarity is made more 
striking by the fact that present-day 
Turkey is very largely restricted to 
northern Asia Minor, inasmuch as dur- 
ing the World War she lost the remnants 
of her vast empire in Europe and Africa. 
There could not be a more accurate 
geographical description of the Turkey 
of today in the language of antiquity 
than to designate it as “Gomer.” It is 
interesting to observe that some maps 
of ancient history designate Gomer in 
Asia Minor; as, for example, we find it 
in the first map entitled “Lands and 
Nations of the Bible” in the Scofield 
Reference Bible. 

Thus we have the picture of the na- 
tions who will agree to attack Palestine. 
By the inspiration of God’s Spirit, Eze- 
kiel saw great hordes coming upon the 
Promised Land from the North (Soviet 
Russia, Armenia, and Turkey, to use the 
names of today), from the east (Persia), 
and from the west (Libya and Ethiopia). 
Is such an alignment of nations already 
made, or in process of making? Who 
are the allies of the Jews? 


(To be concluded) 
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Twenty Years of Gospel Preaching in Belgium 


Since Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Norton first wert to Brussels just after the war 


By O. Vansteenberghe peisian Gospel Mission 














we shall commemorate in every 

station of the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion the twentieth anniversary of the 
arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Norton in Bel- 
gium. 

December 18, 1918, thirty-eight days 
after the Armistice, our beloved foun- 
ders set their faces toward Belgium. 

Here are some extracts from Mrs. 
Norton’s book, “Ralph Norton and the 
Belgian Gospel Mission,” relating that 
event: 


QO: the 18th of December this year 


“What a journey it was! Ostend gave 
us sleep the first night we spent in 
Belgium this year. A wild night it was, 
with the surf breaking against the shore, 
dashing over the Vindictive —that glo- 
rious wreck, lying half out of the water, 
where the gallant British sank her dur- 
ing the war in the Channel passage to 
obstruct the exit of German submarines. 

“And all the night through, great iron 
shutters from the half destroyed houses 
were beating a noisy tattoo on all sides. 
At our hotel doors the little children 
were crying for bread, but we could 
not know this until later, when the 
kindly landlady told it to us, with many 
other sad and tragic things. 

“Continuing the journey the morning 
of December 19, the inundated section 
of the battle front had to be crossed, 
and at one moment our car all but over- 
turned in the flood. Resuming our jour- 
ney that day the same evening brought 
us to our destination, Brussels, by way 
of Bruges and Ghent. All the way our 
hearts ached with pity, for the paths 
were lined with returning refugees, 
pushing their few belongings in carts 
or carrying them on their backs, return- 
ing over a weary road to roofless homes 
or homes completely destroyed.” 

There is a spot forever sacred, a place 
where in the past Mr. and Mrs. Norton 
always stopped their car when returning 
from Ghent to Brussels, to exclaim: “It 
was just here, where one first sees in 
the distance the lights of Brussels, that 
we, turning to each other, said, with 
only God to hear, ‘The Belgian Gospel 
Mission is arriving.’ We were alone, no 
organization back of us or awaiting our 
coming, we were arriving, unheralded, 
uninvited, with no program, no plan, 
only were we like Abraham’s servant of 
old, ‘being in the way ... were led.’ 
It was the most glorious moment of our 
lives, taking by faith the things yet to be 
when as yet they existed only in the 
heart of God.” 

What would be their feelings of grati- 
tude today, if they could witness the 
work of the Holy Spirit as it spreads 
steadily further afield. 

At La Panne, where they so faithfully 
ministered to the Belgian soldiers from 
1915 till the end of the World War, 
a nucleus of about thirty believers is 
now gathering each Sunday. 


In June of this year the tent had been 
erected in La Panne. Night after night 
a goodly crowd attended the meetings. 
The interest was great from the very 
start, partly perhaps because the police 
had tried to stop the campaign. We 
were told that as we had failed to ask 
permission from the town council to 
set up the tent, we would have to take 
it down immediately. This we refused 
to do because we were ignorant of this 
regulation, and after much palavering 
and the writing of a request to the 
mayor, the permission was finally 
granted when our campaign was near- 
ing its end. 

At La Panne, as in so many places, 
we were faced with the question asked 
by the new converts: “How can we 
continue to gather for worship?” This 
time, one of them started at once to give 
at least a partial answer, by offering 
a large piece of ground for a hall. An- 
other gave over thirty dollars for the 
building. This is a good beginning, and 
we trust that more money will be com- 
ing from the other Christians. 

In another place, Auvelais, where the 
tent was erected this past summer and 
a number of people learned to know the 
Lord as their Saviour, such spontane- 
ous giving has been a feature of the 
work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts. 

In N., not far from La Panne, a man 





“Friends, you have all known me 
as a devout Roman Catholic,” said 
a Belgian who was converted re- 
cently. “I used to go to confession 
and communion, but I had to ac- 
knowledge that after all I had no 
peace. I found that a God whom I 
could carry,” —he meant the wafer 
given to Catholics at communion, — 
“was unable to help me. In order 
to be helped I needed a God who 
could carry me, and such a God I 
have found in the person of my 
blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” In these difficult days we 
who are Christians can join heart- 
ily with our Belgian brother in say- 
ing that we need, and we have, a 
God who can carry us. 


If anyone should question Bel- 
gium’s need of the Gospel, there is 
a striking and typical incident at 
the close of this article that leaves 
one in no doubt. While great things 
have been accomplished during the 
last twenty years by the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, under God’s bless- 
ing, yet there is much still to be 
done, and the Mission needs ur- 
gently the prayer and financial sup- 
port of old and new friends. Gifts 
should be sent to the Treasurer, 
Charles G. Trumbull, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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and wife, very poor in earthly goods, 
are showing an outstanding example 
of sacrificial giving. These dear babes 
in Christ have known the Lord as their 
Saviour for three years only. They felt 
a strong urge to move from O. to N., 
where they bought a piece of ground 
and built themselves a house without 
any outside help, using old materials 
salvaged from Belgian war fortifications. 
Without consulting us, they had built at 
a great distance from the road, and one 
day the husband came and offered us a 
plot between his home and the road for 
a hall. He did not use all the building 
material for his house, and with the ex- 
perience acquired in its construction he 
says he will be able to build the hall. 
How could we resist such a loving of- 
fer? This friend is now at work on it, 
and very soon we hope to open the new 
chapel which will stand as a beacon 
light in this dark corner of Belgium. 

The market work has been carried on 
undisturbed, except in a few instances; 
but even where opposition is the fiercest 
the Lord can and does overrule. 

Some time in August our worker, Mr. 
D., was preaching the Gospel with a few 
of our Bible School students at the mar- 
ket at G., a mining village in fanatical 
Limburg. The open-air meeting had 
been going on for a little time when 
Roman Catholic students, who had been 
listening rather nervously, began to ask 
questions in order to create disturbance. 
The brethren refused to be drawn into 
a controversy, and went on with their 
preaching and singing. Then the stu- 
dents began to sing also, and all the 
time their attitude became more threat- 
ening. Very soon the whole audience 
was divided into two camps, and a few 
women from among our opposers were 
making ready for a real fight. 

Various missiles, such as rotten to- 
matoes and oranges, were thrown at 
our workers, who stood motionless wait- 
ing for the trouble to subside. Suddenly 
a police inspector who had been very 
much absent when the noise began, 
elbowed his way through the crowd, 
grabbed Mr. D. by the shoulders, and 
shouted: “Come with me to police 
headquarters.” A query from our brother 
as to the reason for such an unfair and 
brutal attitude resulted only in a firmer 
grasp anda fiercer pull on the part 
of the officer. All reasoning or re- 
sistance was useless; our brother was 
marched off to the police station un- 
der a flood of threat and_ insults. 
There a complaint was sworn out, but 
Mr. D. was not released until an hour 
later. 

Were we thus going to lose our oppor- 
tunity of preaching at the market at 
G.? Happily the Lord took matters in 
hand. A talk with the commissioner 
of police brought to light that the com- 
plaint against our brother D. was not 
justified, because the law gives us the 
right to sell Bibles without a special 
license. The result was that the fol- 
lowing week, our worker was again at 
the market where he had the personal 
satisfaction of seeing the police inspector 
who had arrested him keeping order 
around the open-air meeting. 

“And do you see results of such open- 
air work?” is a question often asked. 
Yes, we do, but not immediately, be- 
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cause the Roman Catholic knows noth- 
ing of God’s Word. Open-air work is 
seed-sowing, and every farmer knows 
that time and certain conditions of soil 
and atmosphere: are needed to bring 
about germination and fruit. Yes, there 
is fruit that remains. 

Our Flemish pastor in Brussels re- 
ceived the other day the visit of a young 
man whom he had seen several times 
in the meetings. This young man told him 
that about a year before he had listened 
to an open-air meeting in Brussels. He 
had bought a Bible, and without asking 
any questions from anyone had left for 
home. There he read regularly the 
Word of God. After weeks of search- 
ing the Scriptures he came to the con- 
clusion that he had until then been in 
utter darkness, and that what he needed 
was simply salvation through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He took the step 
all alone in his own room and became 
a child of God. 

The work of the Holy Spirit was 
very real in the heart of this young 
man. He was then working in a bakery, 
and on the point of getting married. 
His future father-in-law, also a baker, 
was going to buy him a shop where he 
could start a bakery of his own and 
be his own master. The prospect was 
alluring because his love and financial 
interests were vested in the same per- 
son. But there had come into his life 
another love for One who died for him, 
and he felt that he owed first allegiance 
to the Lord. He said so to his fiancée, 
who told*her parents. There was much 
sorrow, but the parents insisted that 
the marriage ceremony should take 
place in the Roman Catholic church; 
they could not bear the thought of 
their daughter being united to a heretic. 
The engagement was broken off, and 
the young man is still working in a 
bakery with his earthly dreams all gone. 
Yet, there was joy in his heart when 
he told all this to the pastor. His activ- 
ity as a witness has been wonderful. 
As a result of it, several members of 
his family are regularly attending our 
meetings. ’ 

Such cases are for us a source of deep 
thankfulness to God and help us to carry 
on with unabated zeal. There are many 
seekers among the Roman Catholics. 
They receive no spiritual food in their 
churches, and therefore are eager to 
listen to the Gospel. There are, alas, 
also multitudes in that church who are 
absolutely indifferent to spiritual things. 

The other day I was in Mouscron, a 
Belgian town near the French border 
where we have a hall situated in a sec- 
tion called “Christ,” because of a large 
crucifix standing at the street corner. 
As I was coming out of our hall, I saw 
two placards, one announcing: “La 
ducasse du Christ” (“Christ’s fair”), and 
another the election of a beauty queen 
who was to be called “Miss Christ.” 
Nothing could paint in more lurid colors 
the utter absence of reverence to sacred 
things which is noticeable among some 
Roman Catholics. 

People ask us sometimes why we are 
in Belgium, because, they say, “Belgium 
is Roman Catholic, and therefore Chris- 
tian.” The above is the answer. Bel- 
gium needs the Gospel as much as any 
heathen country. The African Negro 
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is conscious that his religion does not 
bear comparison with Christianity. The 
Roman Catholic believes that he pos- 
sesses the truth and has nothing but pity 
or contempt for the evangelical believer. 
No reasoning will convince him; only 
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contact with the living Word of God 
will produce such a miracle. Our task 
is to present to the Roman Catholic the 
claims of the Lord Jesus Christ through 
his precious Word. 

BRUSSELS. 














The Irrepressible Peter Has a Birthday . 


He knew it was the ninth of April, but. there were some things he had yet to learn 


By Evelyn M. McClusky mpirsctct up 














OUNG Randal Martin, principal of 

Y his first school, called an assembly 

of all grades from the third through 
high school. Less than four hundred 
surprised and eager youngsters crowded 
into the gym that bright morning to 
hear the guest speaker. 

Miss Cruthers was frankly antago- 
nistic to the idea of bringing her fourth 
and fifth graders into assembly. 

Miss Zumwall agreed with her. She 
had been having quite enough trouble 
with Peter Cochran and his eleventh 
birthday. His friends all knew that 
his grandmother was making a cake that 
very morning to be eaten at noon with 
ice cream by Peter alone instead of by 
a yardful of schoolmates after school 
sharing it all. 

It was slight consolation to know that 
the reason the party was canceled was 
because Peter’s mother had to go to the 
hospital. The children were restive. 

Mr. Martin had said to Miss Zumwall, 
“Tell your class that this assembly 
speaker will be the treat instead of 
Peter’s party.” 

Miss Zumwall had secretly scoffed at 
Randal Martin’s blindness, his lack of 
understanding of the child mind, but 
because she was trying to be a good 
“Christian Scientist,” she told her mind 
to “refuse the evil attitude.” She smiled 
suavely and marshaled her miniature 
men and women to their assigned seats 
on the third and fourth rows, sure that 
Mr. Martin would regret placing her 
restless Peter on a movable chair. 

The guest speaker noticed Peter at 
once, but all she knew then was that 
he had red hair, many freckles, and an 
expression of anticipation. She deter- 
mined to hold his attention. Her ques- 
tion was addressed in his direction, but 
she little realized how the question 
could display Peter’s power to answer. 

She asked, “What day is this?” 

“The ninth!” cried Peter standing to 
his feet. 

“The ninth of what?” 

“April!” added Peter. “And do you 
know why I know? ’Cause it’s my 
birthday !” 

The visitor’s heart warmed to Peter. 
There was such pleading in his eyes 
and a silence of soul which he barri- 
caded by a barrage of words and ques- 
tions which often baffled teachers, his 
dad, yes, and even his mother and grand- 
mother. 

For a flashing, glowing split-second 
Peter’s eyes let this guest speaker peep 
into the very center of him; then he 


said, “Now why did you ask us so much 
about today?” 

Miss Zumwall frowned and fidgeted 
in her chair. 

New Teacher said, “I’ll begin to show 
you at once.” She turned to the black- 
board and made a long perpendicular 
stroke. On the left side she wrote 
“B. C.,” on the right side “A. D.” 

“Every time you date your school 
papers or write a letter, every time you 
read a newspaper or sign a legal docu- 
ment, you acknowledge that it is Anno 
Domini, or ‘In the Year of Our Lord.’ 
The deity or the God-nature of Jesus 
is recognized in this way. ‘B. C.’ is 
often spoken of as ‘Before Christ,’ but 
let us always add before Christ was 
born, because Christ has always existed 
even before he was born of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary. He was 
born of human flesh for a certain rea- 
son. Right now we are introducing a 
history lesson by a little arithmetic. 
All the calculating, all the counting, of 
a large part of the world is in relation 
to the birth of Christ and what he was 
born to accomplish.” 

“I wonder what I was born to do,” 
broke in Peter, frankly showing his 
thoughts. 

“I know why God made you,” an- 
nounced the guest speaker comfortably 
to Peter as if the two of them were the 
only ones in the room. “He created you 
to love him.” 

“Well, sakes alive! I never have!” 

“That’s because you have not known 
how much God loves you. God the 
Father sent you a wonderful gift! God 
the Son brought it to you. God the Holy 
Spirit wants to deliver the gift. ... But 
shall we go on with the history lesson? 
T’ll talk with you, Peter, after school 
assembly.” 

Peter’s eyes pleaded again and his 
voice matched his eyes, “Don’t you think 
they’d all want to know about what 
we're talking about?” 

“Peter !” snapped Miss Zumwail, “will 
you let our guest give her address?” 

Peter beamed. “Oh, sure! That’s a 
good idea! What is your address? Will 
you write it down for me? I left my 
pencil in my desk.” 

An exasperated sigh expressed his 
teacher’s attitude toward her incorrig- 
ible, but no one else in the assembly 
seemed to object to the conversational 
style of the assembly’s “treat,” who 
turned to the blackboard and made a 
circle at the extreme left of the board 
as she said, “To know the world’s his- 
tory, let’s begin at the beginning, sketch 
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the chief events into our day and past 
—even into the future.” She made a 
stroke all the way to another circle 
drawn at the right. 

A thin-voiced girl said: “Oh, pshaw! 
I thought you were going to give all 
of us your address. Mr. Martin, please 
ask her to talk about God this once, 
because I didn’t know Christ had al- 
ways lived before he was born. I thought 
he was a new baby at Christmas time. 
I wish she wouldn’t bother about his- 
tory. I want her to talk about Christ 
‘before’ and ‘after.’” 

The young superintendent rose. “I 
think if you children will kindly stop 
interrupting, she’ll tell you of Christ, 
the center of history. She seems headed 
that way, so please every one give at- 
tention before the time is up.” 

There was a chorus of “Oh’s,” and on 
the crest of its wave the guest continued 
her circles and strokes as she told them 
of the unfolding of the ages, God-plan- 
nea and recorded in the God-breathed 
Book, the best schoolbook on earth. 

Peter leaned forward, then sat on the 
edge of his chair and came perilously 
near tipping it over, but he was not be- 
ing noisy or rude. His eyes were misty. 
New Teacher was speaking of the way 
God has given all of us a picture of our 
need of a Saviour and of safety, by the 
ark which floated on the water for over 
a year. Noah and his family went into 
the ark and God shut the door. 

“Christ and all his family can never 
be destroyed. That is why we need to 
be in Christ’s family, born of him by 





Each time that THe SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times has published one of Mrs. 
McClusky’s delightful stories ex- 
pressions of interest and gratitude 
have come from a great many 
readers. Here is a new and up-to- 
date story, in which the names have 
been changed, but which tells of a 
touching incident in her own expe- 
rience. 


The Miracle Book Club, of which 
Mrs. McClusky is the Founder and 
international Director, is doing a 
valuable work in soul-winning and 
promoting Bible study among high 
school and college students. In a 
recent letter to the Editor she 
writes: “Our Wheaton College 
chapter of M B C is coming along 
splendidly this year, and so many 
new college chapters! It shows that 
the graduates from high school are 
wanting to take the M B C on to 
college! Isn’t God good to us, al- 
lowing such heavenly privileges of 
co-operating with him!” Sixteen of 
Mrs. McClusky’s stories have just 
been issued in book form, under the 
title “Stars” (75 cents a copy; may 
be ordered from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia; please add 10 cents 
for postage). Those who would like 
to know more about the work or 
who would like to have a share in 
it, may write to The Miracle Book 
Club, 1423 Bissell Avenue, Rich- 
mond, California. 
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believing that he was born on earth on 
purpose to give the life of his flesh for 
the whole world, so that whosoever 
believeth on him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.” 

As New Teacher paused, Peter stood 
to his feet. “I want to tell you some- 
thing. I believe Jesus really did what 
you said. I think God sent his Son for 
me very specially, ’cause, you see, it’s 
on my birthday and you read from Peter 
about Ged planning ... Now I want to 
be saved.” 

Miss Zumwall bowed her head. Sev- 
eral sniffled. 

The guest speaker felt impelled to 
close the assembly so that she might 
talk to Peter personally. But as soon 
as they had stood for dismissal, several 
surged to the front, among them Miss 
Zumwall. Questions were asked. Scrip- 
ture was read. Several believed. 


Peter turned and gently took Miss 
Zumwall by the hand. “Wasn’t this the 
grandest assembly we’ve ever had! I 
feel all eased up inside of me. I’ve 
been so worried about Mother and won- 
dered where she was before she was 
born and where she’d go if... you know 
. . . But you heard the lady say that 
Jesus proved his love at Calvary, and 
that after he died for us he came out of 
his grave and lives, and is coming for 
us so we can live with him. Why didn’t 
anyone tell me all this before?” 

Miss Zumwall sat down and drew the 
boy close. The guest teacher heard her 
say, “I never heard the straight of it 
before myself, Peter, so this is my birth- 
day, too.” 

Peter hugged her impulsively. “Yours ! 
Oh, we’re twins in God’s family! We'll 
have to love each other a lot, won’t 
we! And I'll be so good to you.” 

A tear fell on Peter’s hand, Miss Zum- 
wall’s tear. He brushed it gently 
against his shirt, took her hand, and 
said masterfully, “We’d better go to 
lunch.” 

They left the guest teacher talking 
to the thin-voiced girl. 

RICHMOND, CALIF. 


The Blessing That Comes from 
Bible Memorizing 


N 1907 Mrs. E. A. R. Davis started the 

Bible Success Band, a movement for 
systematically learning a verse of Scrip- 
ture daily. The movement found much 
favor in the eyes of Christian people, 
and spread to Australia, China, Japan, 
and Korea. 

Each year a beautiful booklet is pub- 
lished, giving the references to the 
Scripture passages that are to be mem- 
orized, and a helpful message on the 
value of committing the Bible to mem- 
ory. The list of verses to be learned in 
1939 contains many great and inspiring 
chapters and Psalms that will constitute 
an “enduring possession” of blessing in 
the lives of those who memorize them. 

The message on Bible Memorizing in 
the 1939. booklet, written by Dr. Will 
H. Houghton of the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute, is an exceptionally helpful one. 
He says, “The Bible .. . yields the most 
of its treasures to those who hide it 

(Continued on page 871) 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















“Where is the Wise?” 


USED to hear my mother recite, often 

enough so that it stuck in my mem- 
ory: 

Sez he to me, sez he, ‘“‘Cilly.” 

Sez I to him, sez I, “What?” 

Sez he to me, sez he, “We're all poor 

critters.” 

I don’t know where she got the frag- 
ment, probably from some humorist of 
her day who to our modern improved 
taste wouldn’t seem funny at all, like, 
for instance, the creator of Samanthy 
Allen. At any rate there is a world of 
homely philosophy in the observation. 
Such a number of those who today sit 
in the seats of the mighty have been cut- 
ting a rather sorry figure of late. 

I was thinking sadly of all this as I 
sat in church on a recent Sunday. It 
was a day that we shall long remember. 
The radio kept crackling from long be- 
fore dawn far into the night with the 
most harrowing and disappointing news 
bulletins. We were listening in church 
that morning to a rather obscure mis- 
sionary home on furlough from the dark« 
est of all the dark continents. He was 
the humblest, most unassuming of men 
and his discourse was mostly a simple 
recital of incidents calculated to show 
what the grace of God can accomplish 
in depraved human hearts. Suddenly 
it flashed upon me that here in this 
quiet, rather homely man I was behold- 
ing one of our Lord’s great ones, by 
the standard laid down in Matthew 20: 
25-28. 

The true missionaries of the Gospel, 
be they great or small, are the real 
statesmen of our day. I have often mar- 
veled at their keen insight into the hid- 
den workings of strange, wild minds, so 
different from their own, at their patient 
diplomacy in dealing with them, and the 
almost incredible transformations, not 
only in individuals, but in whole com- 
munities or even tribes, wrought by the 
grace of God working through his min- 
isters. What a joy beyond expression it 
wiil be to be present at their crowning 
when these ambassadors of the King 
stand before him to render final account 
and to receive the “Well done” which 
this world in its stupid egotism has never 
known enough to accord them. 

Then “Here let me wait with patience,” 
realizing that the darker the outlook in 
the world today, the brighter the be- 
liever’s hope that that day of reckoning 
may not be too far distant. The spec- 
tacle of the suffering now being endured 
by many of the elect is well-nigh in- 
supportable. One can almost hear the 
Lord saying to their tyrannical oppres- 
sors, as he said that dark night in Geth- 
semane, “This is your hour, and the 
power of darkness.” The distress of 
nations in perplexity is pitiful, their 


_great ones so like the fabled fly on the 


chariot wheel. All honor, then,:to the 
saints who amid all the turmoil go 
quietly about their Lord’s business, faith- 
fully occupying till he come. 
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LESSON 11. DECEMBER 11. 








THE SIN OF COVETOUSNESS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Exodus 20:17, Luke 12:13-21, 1 Timothy 6:6-10 
Golden Text.—Thou shalt not covet.—Exod. 20: 17a 














Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Exod. 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor 
his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is 
thy neighbour’s. 


Luke 12:13 And one of the company said unto him, Master, 
speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 

14 And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a 
divider over you? 

15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetous- 
ness: for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth. 

16 And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of 
a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 

17 And he thought -within himself, saying, What shall I do, 
because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 

18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and 
build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 

19 And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid 
up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 

20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which 
thou hast provided? 

21 So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God. 


1 Tim. 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 

7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out. 

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content. 

9 But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Exod. 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-servant, nor 
his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is 
thy neighbor's. 


Luke 12:13 And one out of the multitude said unto him, 
Teacher, bid my brother divide the inheritance with me. 14 But 
he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over 
you? 15 And he said unto them, Take heed, and keep your- 
selves from all covetousness: !for a man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he possesseth. 16 And he 
spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain 
rich man brought forth plentifully: 17 and he reasoned within 
himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have not where to 
bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull 
down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all 
my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my “soul, 7 Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, 
eat, drink, be merry. 20 But God said unto him, Thou foolish 
one, this night *is thy *soul required of thee; and the things 
which thou hast prepared, whose shall they be? 21 So is he that 
layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God. 


1 Tim. 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain: 7 for 
we brought nothing into the world, for neither can we carry 
anything out; 8 but having food and covering ‘we shall be 
therewith content. 9 But they that are minded to be rich fall 
into a temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, such as drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For 
the love of money is a root of all °kinds of evil: which some 
reaching after have been led astray from the faith, and have 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 


1Or, for even in a man’s abundance his life is not from the 








and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 


destruction and perdition. 


10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 


themselves through with many sorrows. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


OVETOUSNESS is the root of all 
C other iniquities. It is the desire 

to have something God has Seen fit 
to withhold, or to become othér than 
what he has willed. It is interesting to 
note that in the Chinese language the 
ideograph for covetousness is made up 
of three little characters grouped to- 
gether in a surprising way. It is really 
a woman between two trees! Who can 
fail to see in this the memorial of the 
primeval fall? Eve turned away from 
the tree of life and reached for the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil because she saw the beauty of the 
fruit and hoped by enjoying it to rise 
above the station in which God had 
placed her. This opened the door to 
every other form of wrongdoing. 

It was the commandment forbidding to 
covet that gave Saul of Tarsus to real- 
ize the sinfulness of his heart. Out- 
wardly his life was blameless, but this 
hidden tendency to a sin which he was 
powerless to control or exterminate 
proved the corruption of his nature and 
made him realize the need of a divine 
Deliverer (Rom. 7:9-11), and as the 
hearts of all men are alike, this tests 
us all and shows our sinful state. 


things which he possesseth. Or, life. *Gr., they require 


thy soul. ‘Or, in these we shall have enough. *°Gr., evils. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Historical Setting 


The lesson is drawn from the law 
given at Sinai, 1,500 years before Christ; 
from the teaching of our Lord on earth 
in the last year of his ministry; and 
from Paul’s first letter to Timothy, writ- 
ten in or about A. D. 65. Here all are 
in perfect agreement. 


Verse by Verse 


Exod. 20:17.—‘Thou shalt not covet.” 
The Tenth Commandment is consider- 
ably fuller than any of the others after 
the Fifth. So prone are men to excuse 
unlawful desires of various sorts that 
God took pains, as it were, to indicate 
how broad was the scope of the prohibi- 
tions included. 


Luke 12:13—“Speak to my“* brother, 
that he divide the inheritance.” It 
seemed a most reasonable request, but 
covetousness lay at the root of it. 


Verse 14.—“Who made me a judge or a 
divider ... ?” Our Lord did not come 
to adjudicate the claims of one against 
another, nor to gratify the désires of 
men to obtain what God in his wisdom 
had denied them. 


Verse 15.—“‘Beware of covetousness.” 
Jesus detected at once the sin that was 
behind the apparently innocent petition. 
He insisted that a man’s life does not 
consist in an abundance of things, but 
in the knowledge of God. 


Verse 16.—“A certain rich man.” Note 
how often, in Luke’s Gospel, the Lord 


speaks of “a certain rich man”; not, of 
course, one and the same in each in- 
stance, but it shows how well he knew 
what men value most, and how false 
their standards are. 


Verse 17—No room to bestow my 
goods. And men were suffering on all 
sides for lack of what he had in abun- 
dance. The covetous man thinks only of 
self and his own interests. 

Verse 18.—‘There will I bestow ... 
my goods.” He would enlarge his build- 
ings at great cost in order to hoard his 
possessions, utterly indifferent to the 
good he might do by distributing his 
superfluity to those in need. 

Verse 19.—“Take thine ease.” To his 
own soul he addressed himself, reveling 
in his wealth and thinking only of per- 
sonal enjoyment. He had never recog- 
nized that wealth is a responsible stew- 
ardship. 


Verse 20.—‘This night thy soul shall 
be required of thee.” The voice of God, 
summoning that soul to another world, 
broke in on all his selfish plans. His 
riches could not buy a moment of time. 
He must leave his accumulations to 
others. “Riches profit not in the day 
of wrath” (Prov. 11:4). 


Verse 21.—“Not rich toward God.” 
Such a man is poor indeed. Envied by 
others as one of great wealth, he is but 
a pauper in the light of eternity.. How 
different the ending if he had turned to 
the Lord in repentance, and consecrated 
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himself and his treasure to the service 
of God and humanity ! 


1 Tim. 6:6.—‘Great gain.” Real wealth 
is his who knows God and walks hum- 
bly before him in true piety, and trusts 
in his infinite love and wisdom. Such 
an one will seek to use his means to 
the glory of God. 


Verse 7.—“‘We brought nothing into 
this world.” We came in helpless, naked, 
and empty. We can carry nothing out. 
We must leave it as poor as we entered 
it by birth. 

Verse 8.—“Let us be therewith con- 
tent.” With sustenance and clothing we 
may well be satisfied. This was Paul’s 
own experience (Phil. 4:11). 


Verse 9.—“They that will be rich.” 
That is, those who make wealth their 
object, who are determined to become 
rich. Such will find life becoming more 
and more complex, and will be beset by 
many snares and incentives to loose 
living. 

Verse 10.—“Root of all evil.” By omit- 
ting the definite article and substituting 
the indefinite, we get the more exact 
thought. The love of money is a root 
on which all evil may be grafted, or 
from which all forms of iniquity may 
spring. 

Lesson Outlines 
FALSE AND TRUE RICHES 
The riches of earth 

Fleeting (Prov. 23:5; 27:24) 

Cannot satisfy the heart (Eccles. 5:10; 
4:8) 

Uncertain (1 Tim. 6:17) 

If wrongly obtained bring ruin (Jer. 
17:11) 

Must be left behind at death (Luke 
12: 20) 


The riches of Heaven 
Enduring (Matt. 6:20; Luke 12:21) 
Satisfying (Eph. 3:16; Heb. 11:26) 
Certain (Luke 16:11) 
Only obtained by obedience to the 
Word (Prov. 22:4) 


COvETOUSNESS — THE Root SIN 
1. The failure in Eden (Gen. 3:6) 
Good for food—appeal to the lust 
of the flesh 
Pleasant to the eyes—lust of the 
eye 
To be desired to make one wise — 
the pride of life 
2. Christ’s victory in the wilderness 
(Luke 4:2-13). Tempted in all points: 
Make stones bread —appeal to the 
lust of the flesh 
Shown all the kingdoms— lust of 
the eye 
Test God by leaping from the pin- 
nacle — pride of life 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The covetous man lives for self, and 
in seeking his own happiness and com- 
fort he misses both at last, though for 
a little time he may seem to have at- 
tained his object. It is not possible for 
riches to satisfy one who has been cre- 
ated for eternity. Moreover, all earthly 
treasure is fleeting and eventually takes 
to itself wings and flies away (Prov. 
23:5). 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. December 11.—The Sin of Covetous- 

ness. Exodus 20:17; Luke 12:13-21; 
1 Timothy 6:6-10 

12. December 18.—Christ’s New Com- 

mandment. Matthew 5:43-48; 22:34- 

40; Luke 10:25-37; John 13:34, 35; 
15:12-14; Galatians 5:13, 14 

13. December 25.—God’s Great Love. 
Matthew 2:1-12 
First Quarter, 1939 

. January 1.—Peter Called to Serve. 
John 1:35-42; Luke 5:1-11 

2. January 8.—Peter Commended and 
POT eee ree Matthew 16:13-25 

3. January 15.—Peter Sees Christ’s Glory. 
Matthew 17:1-18; 2 Peter 1:16-18 

4. January 22.—Peter Denies His Lord. 
Luke 22:31-34, 54-62 

5. January 29.—Peter Declares His Love. 
John 21:11-19 

6. February 5.—Peter Preaches at Pente- 
en en ere Acts 2:5-18, 36-41 


_ 








A Wall Street millionaire died sud- 
denly, and his friends asked, “How much 
did he leave?” The answer was, “He 
left it all.” And so it must be with every 
one who does not have treasure in 
Heaven, however vast his accumulation 
of worldly store. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Covetousness is the commonest, and 
one of the most insidious, of all sins. 
We are all subject to it, and need to be 
on our guard against it. It is possible to 
be a victim of this evil thing, while 
apparently generous, for he who grasps 
with one hand, even though he seems 
to disperse freely with the other, is a 
covetous man in the sight of God. We 
read of a cloak of covetousness, which 
implies pretending to a generosity that 
is unreal (1 Thess. 2:5). 


If the Lord withholds certain things 
from us, we may be assured he has our 
blessing in view. To complain against 
his ways with us and to lust after that 
which he has forbidden is rebellion and 
idolatry (Col. 3:5). 


It is significant that in Ephesians 5:3, 
among the things that are so corrupt 
and debasing that the Spirit of God for- 
bids naming them in ordinary conversa- 
tion, he lists covetousness. For this sin 
is responsible for all carnality. Lust 
and covetousness are one and the same. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have*we tested ourselves by God’s 
holy law and thus discovered the real 
state of our hearts? 


If afraid that the love of money is 
getting a hold on us, why not try giv- 
ing some of it away and see whether it 
hurts or gladdens us to share with 
others? 


If he has trusted us with worldly 
treasure, can we use it better than in 
furthering the work of the Lord in this 
scene and in relieving human wretched- 
ness? 

Have you ever found as real joy in 
gratifying your own selfish desires as in 
gladdening some needy one by sharing 
God’s good gifts with him? 

Every saved person is a steward, and 
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responsible to God for the use of his 
money. Are we using the “mammon of 
unrighteousness” in view of the ever- 
lasting habitations? 


Do we not often shrink from losses 
which might prove to be our greatest 
gain, because of drawing us closer to 
Christ, who alone can give the true 
riches? 


What is loss in a world like this as 
compared to winning the favor of God 
and laying up treasure in Heaven which 
will be enjoyed for eternity? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The commandment that forbade covet- 
ousness lays bare the most deeply hid- 
Gen springs of character. 


Some things, like the request to di- 
vide the inheritance, may be perfectly 
lawful, but they indicate the selfishness 
of the natural heart. 


Covetousness is a snare that we are 
to beware of because of its ruinous ef- 
fect, both on character and on Christian 
discipleship. 

We spend our days gathering “things” 
together as though these constituted life 
at its best, forgetting that it is charac- 
ter -that counts, not mere accumulations 
of what is after all but bric-a-brac. 


The rich fool planned for time only, 
and when the summons of death came 
he had made no preparation for eter- 
nity. 

The soul is the real self, that part of 
man which can never be satisfied with 
the wealth or follies of earth. 


The man who knows Christ and revels 
in his love will find him all-sufficient to 
satisfy, even though bereft of every tem- 
poral good. 


Many a man who walked in fellowship 
with God while in lowly circumstances, 
has drifted far from him when cursed 
by great wealth. 


The love of money is like an evil root 
on which all kinds of corrupt things 
may be grafted. 

Do not confound sound business prin- 
ciples with covetous practices: the first 
are commendable and approved by God; 
the last are reprehensible and con- 
demned by him. 

CHICAGO. 

+ 4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
HAT does the Tenth Commandment 
condemn? 


2. What is inherently wrong with covet- 
ousness? 


3. What request did the young man make 
to Jesus concerning an inheritance? 


4. Was there anything actually evil in 
this? 


5. What was our Lord’s reply? 


6. What was wrong in the attitude of the 
rich fool? 


7. Is it sinful to become rich? 


8. What dangers are connected with the 
determination to become wealthy? 

9. In what way may we lay up treasure 
in Heaven? 


10. Who is the really happy man even in 
this world? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 867 of this issue. 








Lesson for December 11 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
es three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Golden Suicide.—Thou shalt not 
.covet (Golden Text). The correspond- 
ent for the Austrian Lutheran Herald 
telegraphed that Mohammed Sohin- 
ganie, reputed until recently to be the 
richest man in Sarajevo, had committed 
suicide in a blatantly dramatic fashion. 
In keeping with his reputation, he shot 
himself with a bullet of pure gold, which 
he had made for the purpose. An exam- 
ination of his papers revealed that he 
had used for this purpose his last gold 
pieces, as he was completely ruined and 
faced with penury. He had given every- 
thing for gold, and gold had killed him. 
Suicide by a gold bullet is unusual, per- 
haps unique, but to be killed by one’s 
own gold has been happening ever since 
the world began. That is why God’s 
Word condemns covetousness so unspar- 
ingly, classing it with the most glaring 
and degraded sins.—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by T. D. Gehret, 
Easton, Pa. Prize illustration. 


End, or Beginning?—But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall 
be required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast pro- 
vided? So is he that layeth up treas- 
ure for himself, and is not rich toward 
God (Luke 12:20, 21). A lawyer who 
knows and loves the Lord tells of a 
tragic case in a letter to a friend. “I 
just got back yesterday from a trip in 
* connection with the sudden death of a 
client’s father. He was a member pf a 
rich and aristocratic family. ...I had 
a delicate and difficult family contro- 
versy on my hands for two days, with 
the silent form of the poor old vacated 
body in our midst. He was a yachtsman 
and sportsman, and the pictures of his 
dogs and boats hung above his casket. 
His duck guns and Persian rugs were 
on every hand, and his trophies; and 
how futile it all seemed with that green- 
ish white palor on the still face. When 
my own father died, it seemed like a 
beginning; here, it seemed like an end.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y.; and M. H. James, Toronto, 


Not on a Salary Basis.—Godliness with 
contentment is great gain (1 Tim. 6:6). 
There was a time in the public life of 
Lewis Sperry Chafer when most of his 
time was spent in evangelistic meet- 
ings. Quite often, Dr. Chafer has said, 
he was somewhat dissatisfied with the 
collection he would receive. One eve- 
ning before supper he went up to his 
room alone, very dissatisfied with his 
financial outlook. There, by himself in 
his upper room, God spoke to him: “I 
have never agreed to pay you a salary. 
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Ever$thing I do for you I do because I 
love you. .You could go to bed today 
as an invalid—but I would take care 
of you. I want you to do whatever you 
do because you love me, not because of 
any money you get out of it.” That 
very evening before the service Dr. 
Chafer told the pastor in charge that 
there would be no offerings taken. “I 
am going to hold one series of meetings 
simply for the love of God,” he said. 
Shortly after the meetings were over he 
found a check for $100 in his mail. 
“This,” he said, “did not balance the 
account. No, I gave; then the Lord gave. 
It is a love affair between my Lord and 
me.”—From a lecture by Dr. L. S. 
Chafer. Sent by W. E. Hancock, Jr., 
Dallas, Tex. 


Complete Baptism.—For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain 
we can carry nothing out (v. 7). The 
following was related by a Presbyterian 
minister in Houston, Tex.: A Mexican 
was being baptized (immersion) out in 
West Texas. He was seen going back 
to get his clothes. He was told that his 
clothes would be safe. “Si, si,” he re- 
plied, “but I want my pocketbook to 
be immersed, too.”—Gleanings from 
three, different preachers: Mr. Bush, Mr. 
Ross, and Dr. Mitchell. 
Hancock, Jr., Dallas, Tex. 


Decorated Crutches. — And having 
food and raiment let us be therewith 
content (v. 8). At the Christmas sea- 
son a few years ago in a small city, 
as the holiday crowd hurried along the 
street bent on Christmas shopping, a 
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crippled newsboy stood in a protected 
corner, resting on his crutches and of- 
fering his papers for sale. Something 
about him arrested the attention of all 
who passed by. It was this: he had 
decorated his crutches with evergreens ! 
To a passerby who questioned him he 
said, with a cheerful smile, “What is 
the use of putting on a sour face? Of 
course it is tough to be lame and poor, 
but that’s no reason for looking glum! 
I can’t have all the good things that 
other boys have at Christmas, but I am 
reaching out for all the joy that I can 
get hold of. I decorated these crutches 
just to make it seem a little Christ- 
masy.”—From “Best Modern Illustra- 
tions,” by G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. Sent 
by Lucille King, Orville, Ohio. 


What She Was Afraid Of.—But they 
that will be rich fall into temptation and 
a snare (v. 9a). A very consecrated 
woman had lived in affluence during her 
girlhood and early married life, but her 
husband failed in business, and for years 
she had lived a life of deprivation and 
self-abnegation. It was rumored that 
oil had been found on land belonging 
to her father’s estate. It would seem 
that she would be delighted at the 
thought of escaping the pinch of pov- 
erty. However, her first words to me 
were: “Oh, I am so afraid I am going 
to be rich!” Her words seemed strange 
at first, but after studying it over I de- 
cided that she feared the temptations 
that wealth would bring to her children. 
—From a personal reminiscence. Sent 
by Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


“LT HAD NOT KNOWN LUST, EXCEPT THE LAW HAD SAID, THOU SHALT NOT 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for setting about our lives 
boundaries of rightful desires. We realize 
that often we have so greatly desired some- 
thing that we want, that we have not been 
aware that this desire may be idolatry. Help 
us, we pray thee, to subdue the claims that 
self would make, so that unworthy desires 
and wrong eagerness for possession may be 
removed from our souls. May we wish for 
nothing that thou wouldest not wish to con- 
fer upon us. May we not let our lives be 
swept away into the whirlpool of selfish inter- 
ests, or caught in the tangle of forgetfulness 
of others’ rights. May we have our thought 
lifted up into a full acceptance of thy purposes 
for us, so that we may not be drawn into 
what we so often neglect to realize, that there 
is an idolatry which is covetousness, and into 
which we so easily fall. We ask this in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—How easy it is to 
want wrongfully something that we can- 
not rightfully have! In the Epistle to 
the Colossians, the third chapter and 
the fifth verse, there are sins that we 
readily recognize as sins, but how often 
do we think of covetousness, which is 
mentioned there, as idolatry? That is 
what the verse calls it, and it is quite 
likely that if we kept that fact in mind, 
we would take greater care to keep 
wrongful desires out of our lives. We 
have a dread of idolatry when we see 
it in others, but perhaps not the same 
dread of covetousness when we find it 
in ourselves. Yet that is idolatry to 
have the mind given over to wrongful 
desire so completely that we lose sight 
of righteousness, and are bowing down 
to the thing that we want. Let us 
think about this in the coming week, 
and see where we may have been doing 
wrong at this point, and ask the Lord 
to take away from us all covetousness. 
We do not want anything in our lives 
that interferes with our worship of him. 
Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Bigger Barns.—Thou fool ... then 
whose shall those things be... ? (Luke 
12:20.) It would not be hard to guess 
the type of rich man to be called “Thou 


Fool.” We have him in every commu- 
nity. He “chisels” and hoards, and 
“pinches a quarter ‘til the eagle 


screams,” as I heard one fellow say. 
He is usually scorned, not to say hated, 
by his whole circle of acquaintances. 
Heaven has no objection to the accum- 
ulation of riches. Abraham and David. 
Heaven has no objection to the adding 
of farm to farm and barn to barn. 
The greatest blessing that ever came 
into the Doe Run Valley is when the 
du Ponts came in and bought the farms 
and put them on a prosperous basis and 
have given employment, at good wages, 
to the happy folks in the valley. 
Heaven is referring to the old Scrooge 
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type of rich man. Old Scroogé was 
having no fun in his grinding-down life. 
By the way, now is the time to read 
again the great Christmas story of 
Dickens, and again meet Bob Cratchit and 
Tiny Tim. Ask for Dickens’ “Christmas 
Carol.” It is a fine commentary on this 
lesson. (Psa. 41:1; Prov. 19:17.) 

The other day I was with an old 
fricna about my own age. We had been 
schoolmates in the seventies. She was 
a widow with an ample fortune. She 
was considering a rather large expendi- 
ture for something she wanted. 

“Go ahead and do it,” I counseled, “it 
will not cost you anything.” 

“What’s the reason it won’t?” she ex- 
claimed with spirit. 


“Your heirs will pay for it,” I replied 


with a grin. 

“Do you know, Will, I never thought 
of that!” 

The heirs will pay for it all right, and 
be glad to, and the expenditure was made 
and it was a wise one. 

The trouble with the rich fool of the 
lesson was not his prosperity, but the 
fact that he had overlooked all else in 
his good fortune. 

.Building “Bigger Barns” without tak- 
ing Heaven into account has ended many 
a man’s career, crushed by the added 
responsibilities too much to carry alone. 


Appreciating a2 Good Job.—Godliness 
with contentment is great gain (1 Tim. 
6:6). When, by God’s grace, a man (or 
woman) comes to the place of this text, 
that individual has the blessed fortune 
of moving right into the Elysian Fields, 
Happy Hunting Grounds, Utopia, Sans 
Souci, or whatever the place of perfect 
earthly peace may be called. 

Have you ever given serious attention 
to verses five and six of the thirteenth 
chapter of Hebrews? “Be content with 
such things as ye have,” is a striking 
suggestion from the Holy Spirit. The 
greatest enemy of Lady Content is Old 
Man Greed croaking like the big frog 
out in the mill dam among the spatter- 
docks: “More—um! More—um— 
More —um !” 

I am wondering if this truth could be 
gotten under the hide of the human 
race whether it would not solve many 
of the problems which have gotten the 
aforesaid human race “stumped.” (I 
tried to think of a better word.) 

The sclution of these problems would 
certainly be a great gain. The first 
and greatest requirement is “Godliness.” 
Gain, Paul would have us know, is not 
Godliness. And not being Godly is not 
Content. 

How many of the Gain class do you 
know whko with their substance are con- 
tent? The “hand-to-mouth” class is no 
whit better. During the depression 
“Hand-to-Mouth” was much in evidence 
as a figure of discontent. When he 
growled of short hours and the kind 
of position, I would say, “Go thank the 
Lord you have some kind of job. There 
are thousands who would be only too 
happy *o have your place.” 

A clerk in the employ of a concern 
with which I am connected, who had a 
good berth with a salary fitted to the 
work, which was liberal, was discon- 
tented. She was a friend of Mother 
Ridgway and used Mother as her weep- 
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ing post. Mother told me about it. “Well, 
Mother, on account of conditions the 
company finds it will have to curtail 
by laying off help. Will have to do that 
or go out of business. You had better 
tell Nellie to hunt another job as soon 
as she can.” 

When next Nellie arrived with her 
usual tale of discontent Mother said, 
“Nellie, I spoke to Will, and he says 
the company will have to lay off some 
of the help, and you had better hunt 
another job.” What a change in dis- 
contented Nellie! She went white and 
swallowed hard. It was the end of her 
discontent. She is still with the com- 
pany. 


Money.—The love of money is the root 
of all evil . .. many sorrows (v. 10). 
Probably no Bible text is misquoted as 
much as this one, especially by those 
who rarely read the Book. The words 
“love of” are omitted, and it goes, 
“Money is the root of ail evil.” The 
Smart One cries, “What this fellow 
wants is plenty of ‘root.’” 

Those who have had this sort of long- 
ng for “the root” have often found them- 
selves hung upon that work of nature 
that is upheld by its roots and the 
choked or broken body has gone down 
into the place where the. roots have 
their abode. 

Money is not evil. It is only a medium 
of exchange used instead of a bushel of 
potatoes, a basket of eggs, a firkin of 
butter, for dry goods, groceries, and 
hardware, as in the early days when 
Uncle Sam was strictly an agricultural 
people. 

Our great jails have all the marks 
of financial institutions. The bank bars 
its windows and keeps its employees be- 
hind wire screens and bars. Those in 
our jails are, for the most part, brought 
there through financial operations of 
various sorts, or as we might say, for 
the love of money—especially easy 
money. Indeed, along with the hold- 
up-ers, the racketeers, the confidence 
men, the forgers, the counterfeiters are 
to be found the bankers. 

To avoid “evil” do not permit your- 
self to be bitten by the money bug. 
The name of this bee is Covetousness, 
and often his sting is deadly (Prov. 1: 


‘19; Matt. 16:26; Eph. 5:5). 


I was in a large bank one day be- 
hind the cages where were thousands 
of dollars in packages all about me. I 
said to the teller, “Those bright new 
bills look tempting, don’t they? Do you 
ever feel like stowing a bundle in your 
pocket?” 

“Yes,” said the teller, “they are pretty 
and attractive. But if the time ever 
comes when that stuff is any more to 
me than packages of paper to be used 
in the day’s business I resign from the 
bank and look for another job.” 

When to a Christian the money he has 
becomes, by the love of it, more than 
something to be used in the business of 
living, if he values his soul he must get 
away from. his “pile.” 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 

w 


God’s will and our happiness are 
synonymous terms.—Evan Hopkins. 














Lesson for December 11 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A Root. 

Discussion: Consider what the world is 
grasping for today — and when it is got- 
ten, what is its true value—if any? 
What unfortunate results often ensue? 

Objective: Great gain, by way of godli- 
ness and contentment. 











AY, fellows, I remember there was a 
pernicious weed that came up in my 
garden. It grew faster than the vege- 
tables, and choked them so that my at- 
tempts to get a crop were baffled. I 
chopped it down, but it came up again 
more rapidly than before. Finally, I 
dug down and got the roots out, but it 
was a hard job. I was amazed to see 
how deep in the ground they were, and 
how widely they were spread. I had 
just about to tear up everything else to 
clear my garden of those roots; but 
when I did, the problem was solved. 
Now here is God’s Word telling us 
that there is a. root of all evil, and it is 
covetousness. “All evil” means the evil 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








THE SIN OF CovETOUSNESS 


1714. 6. 7a) 
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that comes into the human heart; it of 
course does not include the ills that 
come from the acts of Providence, like 
storms, earthquakes, floods, plagues, and 
so on, though doubtless God sometimes 
uses these calamities to punish wicked- 
ness, and in that case the “root” would 
be an indirect cause. 

Covetousness, in plain terms, is sim- 
ply this: it is desiring something that 
belongs to another. and—if the desire 
is gratified, — causes loss to another. Or, 
it may not even cause loss to another, 
but in the getting of the thing desired, 
the getter, instead of gaining is actually 
impoverished by it. 

Now see what Paul is saying to Tim- 
othy. “Godliness with contentment is 
great gain ... and having food and rai- 
ment let us be therewith content. But 
they that will be rich fall into tempta- 
tion and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is a root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced them- 
selves through with many sorrows” (1 
Tim. 6:6-10). 

So you see, fellows, covetousness can 
bring into a fellow’s life all kinds of 


_distress and sorrow, and the only way 


to deal with it is the way we dealt 
with the pernicious weed: it must be 
taken out by the roots. Some have 
vainly tried to cure the trouble by at- 
tacking the results of covetousness and 
cutting out this sin and that; but so 
long as the root itself (covetousness) 
is in the heart, it breaks out in a new 


_place with some other sin just as bad, 


if not worse. Covetousness produces 
“many foolish and hurtful lusts.” 

“Godliness with contentment” is the 
antidote; that is the weed-exterminat- 
ing combination which Paul offers, and 
it is unfailing. 

What a happy thing it would be if we 
could take our eyes off the things that 
do not belong to us, and turn inward 
to those things which we possess — “with 
godliness.” The view may not be sen- 
sational or exciting, but it would be the 
situation in which God has placed us. 
Any situation, any kind of day, no mat- 
ter how commonplace, is an adventure 
if Jesus Christ is our Companion in it. 
He promises to be just that, if we ac- 
cept his outstretched hand for the trip 


‘—for the task—for the experience, 


even if it is otherwise dull. It is quite 
possible that if we had all the grand 
things we covet, we might after all deal 
with them in a little way. But it is 
always possible for us to deal with the 
small things in our hands in a grand 
way — because of him who stands with 
us. Yes, godliness with contentment is 
a grand gain! 
DELAWARE WATER Gap, PA. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 864) 

1. It forbids all forms of unlawful desire. 

2. It expresses dissatisfaction with the will 
of God. 

3. He asked Jesus to intercede for him 
with his brother, that he might divide the 
inheritance with him. 

4. Not in itself, but Christ saw that the 
request was prompted by selfishness. 
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5. He warned of the danger of covetous- 
ness, and explained that life at its best does 
not consist in worldly treasure. 

6. He thought only of himself and of this 
world, forgetting his responsibility toward 
God and eternity. 

7. Not if one can do so honestly, and pre- 
serve a spirit of unselfishness. 

8. There is the grave possibility that: 
wealth may become the supreme object in 
life, and that one may lose the vision of 
service. 

9. By using what we have in view of the 
eternal world. 

10. The man who knows Christ and is con- 
tent with what God is pleased to give, and 
uses what he has for the glory of the Lord 
and the blessing of others. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To encourage the girls to “covet 
earnestly the best gifts’? (1 Cor. 12:31). 

Activity.—Build the following chart dur- 
ing the class discussion. The girls may 
wish to transpose some of the items to 
other positions. 

COVETING=AN EAGER DESIRE FOR GAIN 
Objective: Physical — Mental — Social — 

Economic 

Symptoms: Discontent — Ambition — In- 
stability — Greed. 
Shattered personalities — lack 
of human sympathy — idola- 
trous interests — crime. 

Memory Verse.—‘“If ye love me, keep 
my commandments” (John 14:15). 


Outcome: 











6<"T"HE other day I met a girl who was 

so friendly and unselfish that I wish 
I could be just like her,” Grace told a 
classmate. “Have you ever met anyone 
whom you wanted to be like?” 

“Yes,” replied the classmate, “I would 
give anything to have the swell clothes 
and gorgeous cars that some girls have.” 

What was the chief difference in the 
desires of these two girls? What might 
be some of the possible outcomes of 
such desires? View these questions in 
the fight of Exodus 20:17 and Luke 12: 
13-21. What would you name as the 
chief fault of the “certain rich man”? 
He did not steal, murder, lie; yet, be- 
cause he had centered his interests upon 
possessions, ease, and pleasure, and had 
omitted God, he was designated as,a 
fool. Find the verses which indicate 
this. 

The following sentences might be 
printed on a large card and displayed 
during the lesson: 'THE ABUNDANT LIFE 
WHICH THE LORD JESUS PROVIDES IS NOT 
THAT OF AN ABUNDANCE OF POSSESSIONS. IT 
IS AN ABUNDANCE OF Gop (Luke 12:15, 19; 
John 10:10; Eph. 3:19). 

Last week we called lying a “follow- 
up” sin. Coveting is a “foundation” sin. 
Notice Genesis 3:6. Eve desired the 
fruit; she took it; she ate and shared 
it with her husband. If she had never 
coveted the fruit, she could not have 
continued to sin. 

How does this apply to you and me? 
No doubt the very first sin we commit- 
ted was that of coveting. Before we 
could knowingly or willfully break any 
other commandment, we had urgent de- 
sires for things which were impossible 
to secure, or which were not good for 
us to have, ranging all the way from the 
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moon to the butcher knife. Many young 
people and many adults continue to live 
in the “I-want-what-I-want-when-I- 
want-it” stage of development. 

How do we covet? (The following 
might be used in connection with the 
above chart.) We might classify our 
objectives as: physical, mental, social, 
economic. We want physical beauty, 
ease, health, and all that which will 
make us attractive and comfortable; we 
want education, careers, position, fame; 
we crave a good time, companions, pop- 
ularity; we seek good jobs, plenty of 
money, and oh, so much more. To what 
extent might these desires be legitimate? 
When would they cease to be worthy 
desires? 
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Let us notice the symptoms of exces- 
sively selfish desire, or coveting. Dis- 
content is one. If you see something you 
want and cannot have, you may become 
discontented with your own possessions, 
and develop a whining, petulant disposi- 
tion, and eventually a shattered person- 
ality. Have you ever known anyone 
who would answer this description? 

Excessive ambition is another symp- 
tom. In the scramble for prominence 
many people sacrifice ideals. It is surely 
misdirected and excessive ambition that 
drives people toward careers which set 
personal gain above public welfare, such 
as “wild cat” land sales. Name other 
examples. 

Another symptom is an insatiable de- 














GOD IS FAITHFUL! °™ "if ihesthis and nents of the heart * (itch. 4212). 


A young soldier, attending an open air meeting in Belgium, nine years ago, bought a 
New Testament and read it. Lately he has returned to our Mission hall to make con- 
fession of his belief and he is zealous to reach others with this full and free salvation. 


Another man, having bought a New Testament at one of our meetings, held at a place 
where a pilgrimage was made to a sacred shrine, was warned not to read it; his wife 
threw it in the fire, but he bought another copy and read it earnestly. God has delivered 
him from the slavery of drink, and he now rejoices in the Saviour who set him free. The 
Word of God is not bound, but when it is sent forth in the power of the Holy Spit, it 
will accomplish that whereunto it is sent. 

BELGIUM TODAY PRESENTS A GREAT SPIRITUAL NEED AND A SPLENDID 
MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITY. 
NEED PLUS OPPORTUNITY CREATES RESPONSIBILITY. 

This responsibility is ours, and yours. May we count on your help to meet the need, 

grasp the opportunity, and enjoy the privilege > 


BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Inc., Dr. C. G. Trumbull, Treasurer 
325 N. 13th STREET, Room 6, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Appropriate BIBLE STUDY 
or GIFT BOOKS 2°: >. William L. Pettingit 


For many years a pastor, formerly dean of the Philadelphia School of the Bible. 
Also co-editor of the Scofield Reference Bible,— loved and honored as an author 
and Bible teacher. His books are most clear, concise, and scholarly. 


This is Dr. Pettingill’s Newest Book 


By GRACE through FAITH 
plus NOTHING 


(SIMPLE STUDIES IN GALATIANS) 


Galatians is one of the most important, but the most misunderstood 
and disbelieved book in the Bible. In it is found the glorious doctrine 
of abounding grace, the completeness of salvation through Christ’s 
finished work at Calvary, and the absolute positiveness of the be- 
liever’s freedom from the law. Cloth 1.00; paper 50c. 


Christ in the Psalms 
The Book of Psalms is filled with prophecy, especially concerning 
the Lord Jesus Christ in the days of His flesh. Not a few of the 
Psalms are quoted in the New , rattan and applied definitely to 
crear therefore there can be no question about their Messianic 
aracter. 

















OR. WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL 


Simple Studies in 
Matthew 

Matthew, as indicated in the intro- 
duction, is a Kingdom Gospel. It rep- 
resents the King of Israel. The author 


ably shows Christ as King, His 
ped inti d y, laws, 


Dr. Pettingill has taught the Psalms to tens of thousands — now gives 
it to every one in an inexpensive volume. Cloth $1.00; paper 60c. 


Simple Studies in Romans 








rejection. Explains clearly the plan of salvation. 231 pages. Cloth $1.25; 
OF particular interest is the chapter paper 75c. 
on Mysteries of the Kingdom, as are the 
final chapters regarding the King’s re- Simple Studiesin Daniel Simple Studies in Revelation 
turn. Cloth $1.50; paper 75c. Daniel and Revelation should be _ In these age-ending days every believer should 
(Useful for S. S. Lesson i geth its prophetic know Revelation. It is not a cl book. These 
Material in 1939) teachings are clearly understood Simple Studies in Revelation outline the whole 
from this book. Cloth $1.00; order of events very clearly. Cloth $1.00; 
Bible Questions paper 50c paper 50c. 
Answer 


God’s Prophecies for Plain People 

This is the book for those wishing a grasp of the simple truths on 
Prophecy. Prophetic subjects are outlined, and plainly explained. 
Cloth $1.25; paper 75c. 


ORDER ALL BOOKS FROM 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS - - FINDLAY, OHIO 


Scripture and Subject indexed, cov- 

ering a wide field. It is as important 

in studying the Bible as a commentary. 
$1.50; paper 75c. 
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sire for a good time, often resulting in 
emotional instability. To what extent 
will people strive to have fun, and to 
please themselves? Personal pleasure is 
so universally coveted that practically 
every other commandment is broken in 
order to reach this goal. God’s Word is 
mocked and his followers ridiculed; par- 
ents are dishonored; ruthless crimes are 
enacted. Does any of this assure a good 
time? Such practices might bring ex- 
citement, but never can they produce 
peace and joy. 

Envy and greed are still further re- 
sults of coveting. Why are people des- 
perately concerned with the accumula- 
tion of wealth and possessions? Would 
this concern be any less if we all lived 
in the desert or on sparsely settled 
islands? To what extent is competition 
responsible for greed and envy? 

(These thoughts might be used for 
brief debate: 1. Coveting that which 
cannot be attained produces warped per- 
sonalities. 2. Continual attainment of 
coveted objectives produces idolatrous 
interests, lack of human sympathy, of- 
ficious, domineering manners. As this 
discussion would be futile without 
Scriptural foundation, the following ref- 
erences may be distributed and applied: 
Prov. 15:27; Eccles. 4:8; 5:10; Micah 2: 
1, 2; Col. 3:5; 2 Tim. 3:1-7; 2 Pet. 2:14.) 
Psychiatrists’ offices and health resorts 
are full of people who are disappointed 
because they cannot get all they want 
from life. What alternatives would you 
suggest to such people? 

-l. “Covet earnestly the best gifts” (1 
Cor. 12:31). What are these gifts? Turn 
to Galatians 5: 22-26. 

2. “Be content with such things as ye 
have” (Heb. 13:5). Remember that you 
cannot take anything with you (Matt. 
6:19, 20; 1 Tim. 6:6-11). 

3. “Freely ye have received, freely 
give” (Matt. 10:8). Let us be givers in- 
stead of grabbers. Let us gladly use 
talents and possessions for the benefit 
of others. : 

4. “Know the love of Christ” (Eph. 3: 
19). How would obedience to the Mem- 
ory Verse reduce the sin of coveting 
and secure lasting satisfaction? (Phil. 
4:6, 7.) 

How may we love as Christ loved? 
Bring a friend next Sunday to study this 
subject with us. Learn John 13:34. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

This is the last poster to put up. You 
should now have on your wall the ten 
posters — two rows of five. 











E STUDY today the last one of 
our Ten Commandments. “Thou 
shalt not covet.” Perhaps you do not 
know what “covet” means. It is the 
“I wish I had” spirit. Some other boy 
has a tricycle, and you stand and watch 
him ride up and down, and you cannot 
play with any of your playthings be- 
cause you want a tricycle. You almost 
hate the boy who has the tricycle. 
Or one of you girls wants a big doll 
with curls, that opens and shuts its eyes, 











Lesson for December 11 


and says “Mama.” And-one of your 
little friends gets one for her birthday. 
You cannot even like your dolls any 
more, because you want hers. 

That’s what coveting means. 
God says, “Thou shalt not covet.” 

How can we help coveting? A woman 
asked that one day. She had just said 
she ‘hated another woman because she 
always had such beautiful dresses, and 
she herself was poor. A lot of people, 
even grown up people, are in trouble 
because of coveting the clothes and 
houses and cars of their neighbors. Cov- 
eting is just next door to stealing, be- 
cause the thief goes just one step farther 
than the covetous person, — he takes the 
thing he wishes he had. 

How can we help coveting? Only by 
letting the Lord Jesus rule our hearts. 
Then we shall know that he will send 
us what is best for us, and we shall be 
happy and contented with our own 
things. 

Jesus tells about a rich man who 
wanted to get more riches, and so he 
planned to tear down his barns and 
build bigger ones, and lay up great 
riches, and then spend his life having 
a gay time. But God said, “Tonight 
you are going to die!” 

“Things” do not make anybody happy. 
Even if you had all the toys and dolls 
and tricycles in the stores, they would 
not make you happy. Only Jesus can 
do that. 

Will you let him come into your heart? 


MopeEstTo, CALIF. 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 








Questions for answer, and other communi- 

cations, may be addressed to Mother Ruth, 

The Sunday School Times, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No names 

or addresses or identity will be published 

in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 

. tions are too personal for an answer in 
these columns, Mother Ruth will be glad 
to reply individually if possible, if return 

postage is enclosed. 

Dear Mother Ruth. I’ve listened to your 
Sunday School Times radio broadcasts and 
was greatly helped. I wonder if you would 
be so kind as to write me. I’m a business 
woman and a member of a missionary circle. 
I would like to take part in the programs 
but am prevented through timidness. When 
asked by the ladies to read aloud a small 
part a nervousness and self-consciousness grips 
me. Could I overcome this? I would try 
anything you might suggest. I have asked 
God’s help, but am still troubled with it. 


Y DEAR MISS X—: I am so glad 

the radio program was a help to 
you, and I hope I can help you regarding 
the over-sensitiveness from which you 
suffer and which hinders your highest 
usefulness. Do you realize that this tim- 
idity is from Satan, and wherever he 
can hinder our service for the Master, 
he makes it his business to do so? But 
you and I know that the power of God 
is greater than that of the enemy, and 
knowing that, will you not make up 
your mind that you will have the vic- 
tory? Be persistent in co-operating with 
God, until you are enabled to do that 
which the Spirit directs. It will help 
you to accept every invitation that comes 
to you to take part in a meeting. Do 


, you will! 
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the best you can, and never mind if your 
pride has to suffer because you cannot 
do it perfectly. Be sure to wait upon 
the Lord to guide every invitation that 
comes to you, and ask for calmness and 
power to respond as God would have 
you. You will find God will give you 
the victory in your life in this matter. 

It is said of Stonewall Jackson, that 
he never took public part in the prayer 
meeting in his church. One day his pas- 
tor came to him and told him he felt 
impressed he should call upon him to 
pray in the prayer meeting, and Jack- 
son replied that the pastor should do as 
the Spirit led him. Later the pastor 
called on him to lead in prayer several 
times, and Jackson stumbled and fal- 
tered in his words until it seemed that 
the effort was a failure. His pastor, 
realizing the difficulties Jackson suffered, 
went to him and told him he wouldn’t 
call on him any more, for he was con- 
scious of the struggle and embarrassment 
it was to him. Jackson replied: “Yes, 
If the Holy Spirit led you 
to call on me to pray, I am going to con- 
tinue until I can talk to God in public 
in an acceptable manner.” So the pas- 
tor did continue to call on him, and the 
result was he became a man of great 
power in talking with the Lord in public. 

If I were you, I would make this a 
very decided subject of prayer in my 
private devotions, and I would continue 
accepting every opportunity to assist in 
the missionary meeting, depending on 
God to give me the words he wanted me 
to say, and showing the Lord you will 
do all that you can for his work. God 
will give you an overcoming power to 
forget self and joyfully do your part to 
give honor and glory to his dear name. 

I wish you would send to the Christian 
Life Literature Fund, 506 Commonwealth 
Building, Twelfth and Chestnut Streets, 
Philadelphia, and secure a book called 
“Prayer Warfare or Testings, Unfoldings 
and Victories in the Life of Prayer,” by 
A. Sims. The price is 25 cents. It will 
be a help to you in overcoming the in- 
fluence of Satan when you feel your 
weakness. 





Teacher Training Questions 


By Clarence H. Benson 


Secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 











Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Depart- 
ment, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia. Please add 5 cents for post- 
age on books costing 50 cents or less, and 10 
cents on books above 50 cents.) 


I have just been elected superintendent of 
the Sunday school and am anxious both to en- 
large and improve the school. What is the first 
step that I should take in this direction?— 
A. M. S. 


BIGGER and a better Sunday school 
is impossible until we increase and 
improve the teaching force. The en- 
rollment cannot be enlarged, regular 
teachers cannot be assured, better in- 
struction cannot be provided; in fact, 
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the Sunday school is handicapped in 
every direction in its efforts to improve 
its efficiency simply from the lack of 
trained and consecrated teachers. Ma- 
rion Lawrance truthfully said: “Good 
teachers make good Sunday schools, and 
the superintendent that gives his first 
and foremost attention to the selection 
and training of an efficient teaching staff 
will soon find himself at the head of a 
successful Sunday school.” 

If the Sunday school that you have 
been called to direct has no training 


VEST POCKET BIBLE 


PRINTED IN 31 CLOTH-BOUND VOLUMES. 
4%x2% inches. Packed in neat case with adjustable 
leather cover to hold one book ; good print. 18 maps 
(my own make). PRICE $2.00 postpaid. Sample 
volume five cents. Address 


MISS ELIZABETH MERRIAM, Framingham, Mass., U.S. A. 


GIVE WATCHES THIS CHRISTMAS 


Save! Buy your watches from fundamental Christian ; 
supporting Lord’s work. Also watch repairing. ‘Tell 
others. Write for folder information. Harold A. Vere 
nier, Dept. 25, 1217 Jefferson Ave., Toledo, Ohio. 














MAKE EXTRA MONEY FOR YOUR 
CLASS OR YOURSELF 


Write to us tor information and samples of ‘‘ Brown’s 
Christmas Greeting Card Box Assortments.’’ ‘The prices 
are right. Boxes from 30¢ to $1.00, of exceptional variety 
and value. Samples now ready. 

This is not a new plan, as thousands of organizations 
have been and are still using it. We allow a discount of 
50%. Write at once for intormation, and get an early 
Start. George P. Brown & Co. 


Dept. 7 Beverly, Mass. 
CHRISTIAN 


9000 Workers WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, Scrip- 
ture calendars, beautiful new KRYSTAL Plax 
and velvet Scripture mottoes, Scripture Greet- 
ing Cards. Good Commission. Send for free 
catalog and price list. 

GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
Dept. 6-M Monon Bidg. CHICAGO, ILL. 




















A Whole Year for #1.00 
THE JLLUSTRATOR 


MAKES SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
TEACHING A PLEASURE! 


az Write for Special Introductory Prices 
for Sunday Schoo 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Revelation Illuminated 


It takes Scripture to open up the symbolical meanings of 
the Book of Revelation. This new course by KEITH L, 
BROOKS opens every part of the book by cross reference. 
You yourself fill in the meanings in blank spaces provided. 
Most fascinating and illuminating method. SOc; special 
class rate. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, Inc. 
4747-4751 Townsend Ave. Los Angeles, Calif. 
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MATERIAL na SCHOOL 


FOR CHURCH 


FREE catalog — 1938 edition, Christmas 
music, containing two New Dramatic 
Pageant Service Programs, also descriptions 
of Pageants, Dramas, and Cantatas. 
NEW—CHRISTMAS HELPER No. 26— 
Only 25c. 133 recitations, drills, 6 songs, 2 


special features, ‘‘What the Clock Sa 
“Star Rays.’ Not sent for examination. 
—‘A CHRISTMAS SECRET’’—25c. 
Young folk’s cantata, sparkling music and 
Gelogae, Send for examination copy. 
NEW—SPECIAL DRAMAS—25c. 
Contains a ‘‘White Gift’’ program and 2 others. 
Send for examination copy. 
SPECIAL PACKET—Send 30c for all above 
(and more) value $1.00 but only one packet 
to each School or Church. 


ho RODEHEAVER nau 


Suite 1362, 28 East Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IiL. 
Suite 732, 124 North 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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class see that one is started immedi- 
ately and is kept in session as long as 
you are the superintendent. In time it 
will pay big dividends. Even after all 
your present teachers possess diplomas, 
the imperative need of reaching 36,000,- 
000 irreligious children and adolescents 
in America requires that a stream of 
new teachers be'constantly pouring into 
our Sunday schools. Congressman Ma- 
son, a member of the Dies Committee, 
recently declared that the Sunday school 
was an effective antidote to Commu- 
nism, which has made more progress 
in the United States in the past five 
years than in the previous fifty. Unless 
Communism is to govern America, it 
would seem that every superintendent 
must be brought to feel his personal re- 


Wall Calendar 
for 1939 


The wall calendar for 1939, 
prepared for the exclusive use of 
the SUNDAY SCHOOLTIMEs family, 
is made up of 12 pages, with as 
many pictures of the marvelous 
progress being made constantly 
in Palestine. 











The pictures are 614x8 inches 
in size; the full page is 9x16 
inches; and each page contains 
a Scripture verse for each day, 
and the topics and references for 
the International Uniform lesson 
for each Sunday. 


Prices range from 30 cents each 
to $17 a hundred. 


Send 30 cents for one calendar, 
and see for yourself its practical 
value for every day in the year 
1939. You will want to use this 
very attractive calendar for gifts. 
Many church organizations buy 
them in hundred lots as a con- 
venience to their members, 


The Sunday School Times Co. 


325 N. 13th Street, Phile., Pa. 
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sponsibility for providing his school with 
the means of reaching the masses of 
children that are now so rapidly being 
indoctrinated with an undemocratic and 
unchristian philosophy of life. 





What further training can our teachers se- 
cure after they have finished the Preliminary 
Training Course? Most of our teachers now 
hold a teacher’s certificate —R. E. G. 


HILE it is most commendable for 

teachers who have already com- 
pleted a training course to seek further 
means of improvement, the efficiency of 
the Sunday school as a whole demands 
that all the teachers if possible be 
brought up to a preliminary standard of 
efficiency before higher goals are 
erected. However, after every teacher 
has completed the Preliminary Training 
Course of the Evangelical Teacher Train- 
ing Association, the Sunday school 
should make the Standard Training 
Course its next objective. A few years 
ago when only a handful of accredited 
schools composed the Association, insti- 
tutional training leading to the teacher’s 
diploma was almost an unattainable 
standard for the vast majority of Sun- 
day schools. Now that there are more 
than sixty approved Bible institutes of- 
fering the Standard Training Course in 
their evening sessions, it is possible for 
many Sunday schools to enroll their 
entire teaching staff and thus take the 
first important step toward raising the 
efficiency of our religious schools to a 
place where they can compare favor- 
ably with our public schools. 

While the Sunday schools are in the 
process of bringing all their teachers 
up to the elementary standard of the 
Preliminary Training Course, the de- 
partment superintendents should keep a 
step ahead by enrolling in the Standard 
Training Course. When the Sunday 
school is in position to erect the Stand- 
ard Training Course as its goal, depart- 
ment superintendents should then be 
pursuing the Christian Education Course 
of the Moody Bible Institute or training 
of equivalent superiority to the Stand- 
ard Training Course of the Association. 
Efforts to improve the efficiency of the 
entire teaching staff, of course, should 
not stand in the way of the ambitious 
individual who seeks further improve- 
ment. Where training classes and schools 
are not available, much help, especially 
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By John R. Rice 


The movies in all their lurid ugliness and painted beauty are shown to be the sirens of hell, beckoning to our 
youth to come and enjoy the pleasures of sin, with certain death as the penalty. It goes into details. A terrible 
indictment is here brought against the whole institution, based on ihe charges of immorality and incitement to 
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in teaching material, can be secured 
from the correspondence courses of the 
Moody Bible Institute and other schools 
of the Association that give instruction 
to individuals in this way. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











December 18. Christmas Chimes on Every Con- 
tinent. Isa. 11:1-5; Luke 2:25-32. 





Sunday, December 11 


Why Have a Conscience about Liquor? 
(1 Cor. 6:19, 20; Rom. 14:21) 





Mon.—Because drink deals out death 
(Prov. 20:1). 

Tues.—Liquor rackets and ruin (Prov. 
1:10-19). 

Wed.—Liquor the enemy of Christ (Phil. 
3:17-21). 

Thurs.—Liquor and poverty (Prov. 21:17; 
23:21). 

Fri—A forgotten woe (Hab. 2:15). 

Sat.—Liquor ruins souls (1 Cor. 6:10). 











T A banquet in New York City, 
during a visit of the great surgeon, 
Dr. Lorenz, he was reported by the 
newspapers to have said: “I cannot 
say that I am a temperance agitator, 
but I am a surgeon. My success de- 
pends upon my brain being clear, my 
muscles firm, and my nerves steady. 
No one can take alcoholic liquors with- 
out blunting these physical powers, 
which I must keep always on edge. As 
a surgeon, I must not drink.” 
98 
There are many good reasons why 
alcohol should be outlawed. We may 
set forth ample evidence as to its physi- 


* ological, its economic, its social, its 


moral evil effects. But to those of us 

who love the Lord Jesus, there will be 

one great, and all-important reason why 

we must refuse alcohol, — we are Chris- 

tians; as Christians, we must not drink. 
4 

The two great Scripture passages upon 
which this stand must be taken are 
given in our reading for this meeting. 
One deals with our responsibility to 
God as his creatures, the other with our 
responsibility to our fellow men. 

All men owe their existence to God 
the Creator. All the skill of the sur- 
geon or scientist cannot create one 
living cell, or a single hair, or the sim- 
plest organ of the body. God has cre- 
ated and he maintains these bodies of 
ours. About all we can do is learn in 


-a limited way, how they work and how 


to wreck them. 

In this sense believers and unbe- 
lievers are alike. But believers have 
a far greater debt to God. In their 
bodies, God in the person of his Holy 
Spirit deigns to live. We would not 
think of throwing mud upon the walls, 
weakening the foundations, or filling 
with filth one of the buildings dedi- 
cated to God and which we call a church. 
How, then, can we desecrate these bod- 
ily dwelling places of God’s Holy Spirit, 
by that which lowers resistance to evil 
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Lesson for December 11 


and temptation, which causes us to do 
and say that which is contrary to a 
Christian’s testimony,’ and which dam- 
ages the physical structure? When we 
take alcohol into our bodies as a bever- 
age, we turn over to a drug the control 
that. rightfully belongs to the One who 
made us, who loves us, and who bought 
us. 

b 

But we also owe a debt to our fel- 
low men in this matter of alcohol. Our 
indulgence, even under what we call 
control, may encourage some weaker 
person to follow our example, only to 
be dragged into the lowest depths by 
alcohol’s curse. As Christians, we have 
a responsibility to give a clear witness. 
We are “living epistles,” the only kind 
that some will ever read. When we 
permit anything to blur the print or 
blot the page so that others do not re- 
ceive a clear message from our Father 
we are sinning against them and against 
God. Can we afford to take such a 
chance for a few moments of fancied 
pleasure? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

we 


The Blessing That Comes from 
Bible Memorizing 
(Continued from page 862) 


in their hearts. Without neglecting 
study and meditation, let us give our- 
selves to memorizing the Scriptures, for 
our own instruction, growth, and vic- 
tory.” 

There is also a new Bible chorus writ- 
ten for the Band by Robert Harkness, 
entitled “How Sweet Are Thy Words.” 
The cover, in color, is particularly at- 
tractive and beautiful. It shows “A Dili- 
gent Woman of Palestine,” and illus- 
trates Proverbs 31:19: “She layeth her 
hands to the spindle, and her hands hold 
the distaff.” 

The Band booklets are sold at prac- 
tically cost price, so that many may 
enjoy the blessing and benefit of this 
simple and practical plan of memorizing 
the Bible. They make attractive, help- 
ful Christmas presents for Sunday 
school and Bible classes. 

The 1939 booklets are now ready, and 
may be had at 5 cents a copy; 50 cents 
a dozen; $1 for 25; $3.75 a hundred 
copies. A little extra for postage will 
be appreciated. White envelopes for 
mailing the booklets have been prepared, 
and will be sent at the rate of one cent 
each. As the supply of booklets is lim- 
ited, orders should be placed early. 

All orders should be sent to George 
T. B. Davis, 1505 Race Street, Philadel- 
phia. 

4 


The Wall Calendar made for the 
world-wide circle of Sunpay ScHoon 
Times readers is made up of twelve 
pages with as many pictures of the mar- 
velous progress being made today in 
Palestine. In addition there are the Uni- 
form Lesson titles and lesson Scripture 
for each Sunday, and a Scripture verse 
for each day. This Calendar is an ideal 
all-year-round gift. Prices range from 
30 cents each to $17 a hundred. 
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Cardinal Flower 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


ERE and there red leaves in the 

tupelo trees, the first to turn, 
showed that the high tide of summer 
was on the wane. Then came a night 
when that great ice-blue star, Vega of 
the Lyre, shone at the zenith of the 
sky, and I knew that somewhere, hid- 
den in the yellowing grass, fringed gen- 
tian, loveliest flowers of the year, were 
flaming like deep-blue coals. 

Accordingly, on the third of Septem- 
ber, up in the northwestern corner of 
Connecticut, I started out to find them. 
There is always much rivalry in my 
family as to who will find the first 
fringed géntian. 

One year I rashly promised the head 
of my house a pair of colonial slip- 
pers, for which she yearned, if she 
found the flower first. Aided and abet- 
ted by a number of ungrateful children 
—she did. Later in the month, after 
we had come back to the city, one night 
at dinner appeared before her plate a 
large soup tureen. When she lifted off 
the cover, she found inside the prize 
slippers filled with fringed gentian, ship- 
ped down for the occasion from Connec- 
ticut. 

Returning, after this detour, to Sep- 
tember third, I began a search in the 
meadow through which flows Pond 


* 871 


Brook, where I used to fish for dace 
and shiners as a little boy and for trout 
when I was older. Once, I remember, 
where the brook flowed under a dark 
culvert, I caught in broad daylight a 
dozen fine bullheads, which usually only 
bite at night and were not supposed to 
inhabit that brook. 

In late summer, some night when the 
water was flowing fast out of Cream 
Pond, we would sometimes set an eel- 
rack, a big box pierced with holes, at 
the foot of a little falls. In the morn- 
ing, if they were starting down to the 
sea, we would sometimes take out half 
a bushel of great, heavy, firm-fleshed 
eels. 

It was in that brook, too, that I saw 
my first mink, a red-brown little killer 
who flashed out from under a bridge on 
which I was sitting, swinging my legs, 
and disappeared among the willows. 

It was near that brook, when I was 
very young, that I saw a huge milk 
snake cross the bank near by. Convinced 
that he was lying in wait for me, with 
rare presence of mind, I climbed a tree 
and stayed there until rescued by my 
amused father. 

No such adventure awaited me on the 
September morning. Following an old 
stone wall I found, where it crossed the 
brook, in a mass of gray caribou moss 
flanked by regal ferns, a cluster of 
closed gentian, those strange, thwarted 
flowers with bronzed leaves and deep 
blue buds, which never open. 

Beyond them was a ring of those little 
fall orchids, the ladies tresses, whose 
fleshly white flowerets are set in a spike 





AN AMAZING NEW BOOK 


“INTO THE CLOUDS” 


By Dr. Arthur I. Brown, Scientist, Surgeon, Bible Teacher, Lecturer, and Author of 
+ What of the Night ?’’ ‘‘ Light on the Hills,’’ ‘‘God and You,’’ etc. 


This sassiecatead new book reveals some of the most astonishing and convincing data ever compiled in 
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his Lord’s return. 
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and have the scent of bitter almonds. 
In the middle of the circle was a can- 
delabra of fringed gentian, six flowers 
and four buds growing on one, many- 
branched stalk. The fringed flowers 
were bluer than a bluebird’s back or 
the color of a catbird’s egg or the blue 
of a summer sky. 

Back of them and beyond the orchids 
grew the grass of Parnassus with their 
five striated, cream-white petals, and 
beyond them by the brookside I came 
upon a group of perhaps the most vivid 
flowers that grow in our country, that 
crimson lobelia, the cardinal flower. Its 
deep, velvety, burning crimson was the 
very essence of color. Each flower had 
six flaming petals, one erect, two out- 
stretched at either side, and three 
curved downward. 


The first sight of a cardinal flower 


is like one’s first sight of a _ scarlet. 
tanager. Both seem like escapes from 
the .tropics, unexpected in a northern 
country. 

Farther on was a little forest of the 
flaming flowers, a perfect blaze of crim- 
son against a background of dark-green 
Christmas ferns. 

For long and long I stared down at 
their vivid flowers and remembered how 
Oliver Wendell Holmes described them 
in one of his poems— “drops of scarlet 
rain from some wounded eagle’s breast.” 

Beyond that crimson colony I came 
upon a great, gray boulder. In its lee 
I saw a strange sight. Two sprays of 
the cardinal flowers showed like flakes 
of snow against the lichen-covered rock. 
As I started home, I looked back to 
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make sure that my eyes had not de- 

ceived me. There they stood gleaming 

against the gray stone, crystal white 

like Zi Nath in the northern horn of 

Taurus, the Bull, whitest of all the stars. 
HAVERFORD, PA. 





For Family Worship 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 5 to 11 


Mon.—Exodus 20:17. The Tenth Commandment 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt not 
covet.” Discontentment is the outward 
expression of inward sin. Inordinate de- 
sire evidences the sin of greed. Our 
first parents thus began their apostasy. 
Avarice leads to discontentment, “Let 
your conversation be without covetous- 
ness; and be content with such things 
as ye have: for he hath said, I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13: 
5, 6). Pray for Lord’s Day Observance 
Society, 22 Red Lion Square, London, 
Ww. ch 


Tues.—Luke 12:13-21. The Sin of Covetousness. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Beware of cov- 
etousness.” Discontented people appear 
gay and glad but at heart they are really 
sad and sullen. Being out of harmony 
with God they live without hope and 
thankfulness. God’s daily kindnesses are 
passed over by the discontented. This 
disposition mars the thoughts, and cor- 
rupts practices. “Beware of covetous- 
ness.” Pray for Barbican Mission to the 
Jews, 82 Whitechapel Road, London, E. 1. 
Wed.—1 Timothy 6:6-10. A Root of All Evil. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The love of 
money.” Money is either your friend 
or foe. “Get all you can with a clean 
conscience; keep all you may with God’s 
approval; give all you can for his glory.” 
Remember God says riches have wings 
(Prov. 23:5). They that will to be rich 
go against conscience and God. A snare 
and foolish and hurtful lusts which 
drown men in perdition and ungodliness 
beset their pathway. Mi£illions still ig- 
nore divine revelation. Do you? Pray 
for West London Mission, Kingsway 
Hall, Kingsway, London, W. C. 1. 
Thurs.—Matthew 20:20-28. Greedy for Position. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “One on thy right 
hand, and the other on the left.” Do 
the “sons of thunder” still remember 
their selfish request? Will they one day 
see those “for whom it is prepared” 
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what he did. Actions are more audi- 
ble than words. Greed ignores friend- 
ship and morality. The gains of mis- 
deeds afterward are poison to the soul 
and end in temporal, if not eternal, un- 
happiness. Pray for London Missionary 
Society, 42 Broadway, London, S. W. 1. 


Sat.—1 Kings 21:1-20. Ahab’s Covetousness. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ahab ... did 
sell himself to work wickedness in the 
sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his 
wife stirred up.” Here we see covetous- 
ness supported by executive authority. 
Ahab and Jezebel trespassed upon hu- 
man rights. Covetousness is a modern 
sin. Pray for French South East Mis- 
sion, Digne, France. 


un.—Proverbs 28:16-25. Warning Against Greed. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He that hateth 
covetousness shall prolong his days.” 
Greed of gain shortens one’s life. It is 
vain to rise early and sit up late to eat 
the bread of sorrows. Unjust gains are 
poison to the owners. “Whoso robbeth 
his father or his mother, and saith, It 
is no transgression; the same is the com- 
panion of a destroyer.” “He that maketh 
haste to be rich shall not be innocent” 
(acquitted, marg.; v. 20). Pray for the 
Spezia Mission in Italy. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.35—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 
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For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


Christian Youth 








actually sitting on those seats? Will 
they recall their folly? Contentment is 
great gain. “Seekest thou great things 
for thyself? seek them not” (Jer. 45:5). 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States’ =~ *«® 
and Possessions. These rates include? ~— 


Inspiring Daily Devotions—a verse of 
Scripture, followed by a poetic gem, and a 
Scripture exposition, then completed by a 
second poem. 


Pray for Sudan United Mission, 1 Falcon postage. pI (> 
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money, grasped the chance to sell the The Sunday School Times Company 
Saviour. 


What he thought appears in $25 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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